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FOR'THE DE
FENCE OF CONVICTED BUSINESSMEN & ECONOMIC FREEDOMS

/]‘7. SHORT INFORMATION AROUT SOCIETY FOR DEFENSE

Bus I NESSM ooy 3
SMEN AND EconomMic Freepora (USSR

1. The creating of the group: !
- 1978-80
articles
- 1989—99 — the work of the Group as the

£ the PUb?lC Center to Assist the
the Penitential System of the

leader V.A.Abramkin). i

T 19.10.1990 ~ '— the official

blndependent Group.

i  Account current = N700402.Kmes Moc
CKOrO OTA. -
Gaxka, M®O 201832 (E7) o o -

1

part of
Humanization of

USSR | ( the

registration of the

2.1. Purposes of the Group:

- creating of the favorable public environment

e for businessmen and

ce them from the fear of criminal repressions;

i humanization of e rac ce
th P ti of courts with regard ]
gar t
5 10 of our activity w a o o e m
connect n tivait that f h
ith t r pimilar

2.2. Our main actions are:
- @efense of persons who were repressged
activity;
7 the legalization of the
considered a crime;

. ~.abrogatlon of the death penalty and decreasing of
,imprisonment for economical crimes;
: 5% crgatlng of suggestions connected
egislation. It is necessary to decrease the
arrest of businessmen;

i 5 Peyid o
o thzndz;iiz o; free of charge juridical aid to persons persecuted
1 ecause of their economical activi
. ty. We tr
correspond with courts and write i e L
: complaints to prose
analyzing and revising of sentences; . Taves fof SR
- forming of the i . :
public respect for inde
m ) > pendent busi
because 1t 1@ 1m?ortant part of a person’s freedom; i
inforpopglarlzaFlon of the purposes of the Group with the help of mass
mation media and the Bulletin of the Group, reading of lectures

because of their-economical

economical activity which now is

a period of

with changing in the
number of reasons for

o

Congg thz 1.05.1991 there were 111 persons in the Group. Thers ware 44

! nced businessmen and members of their families, 4 jurists and 10
ctors among them. The boarding of directors consists from 20

living in Moscow. I i oo
. In Leningrad, Odessa Kharkov
towns new groups arise. ; - Rurgan 48 S
bus?ﬁzst;Zi wz;iAogc ghe group: the correspondence with convinced
5S 3 imite accepting of their co i

complaints to authorities. e veitins

4. i " X 3 . . .

"Cuiﬁe Gro“,.lg ngt a ~ommercial organization. Soviet-amarican fund
urnay~ initziativa” had given to the Group FAX, Xarox and

iy o

oF CONVINCED.
L Y D
\

“;-compiling of the illegal cdllection
or the defense of economical freedo

=

L

|
i

!

&
bl
'1
i

computer. Fund for survive and progress of humanity and Association of
the directors of firms of the USSR pay for some work carried ~out in
the Group. Some other organizations and private persons .help to the
Group. : “ i "

there uare 101

5. In the list of victims of economical repressions
action. There are detailed materials connected with 85 of them. with
the help of the Group 6 person have been released earlier than they

had to, 1 action have been closed. The Supreme Court decreased periods
of imprisonment for two people.

6. The Group renders the pecuniary aid to some families of imprisoned
businessmen. Small financial aid is rendered to families which have &
big fﬁinancial difficulties. We constantly look for means for
increasing of the gid. “

7. We have revised 20 actions with the help of public juries. Their
purpose was to find out what is the public opinion about shadow
economy, toO create reccmmendacions connected with changing in the

Criminal Code. More than half of participants were not members of the

Group. In all cases they've decided that the prisoner is not guilty.
One of such juries was shown by the Tv.

g. ‘In 1990 the Department of the Rights of a Person of the Supreme
Soviet discussed with our group the theme " Performing of economical

economical activity in the

freedoms and rights of a person on the
peen printed in the

USSR". The summary ©of the discussion have

newspapers. : : - .
In the autumn of 1990 the members of the Group

discussion of the program n500 days" with regard

convinced pusinessmen. .
At the beginning of 1991 the projects of the necessary changing in

took vpart in the
to releasing of

the Criminal Code have been sent to the Committees of the Supreme
Court.
g. In March of 1990 our appeal connected with preaking py Soviet

person have

authorities of the economical freedoms and rights of a
countries,

peen sent to the heads of the governments of the European
yUSA and Canada. . . .

ld.‘The Bulletih of the Group nThe voice convicted
i Group,

pbusinessmen and economic freedoms”" 18 sent to members of . the
convicted businessmen, journals and people interested jn - this theme.
Three collections are already compiled. The general contents 1is8 the
following: vLetters from prisons”, "The chronicle of the defense",
articles about public juries, analysis of the quantity and kinds of
imprisoned pugsinessmen. The collection of complaints
Group i3 also compiled. 4

in defense of

than 20 articles

11. Since 1987 in the mass information media more

connected with the work of the Group were published. . Here are their
titles: "The prison for managers”, “The discussion 1n Butyrka" (the
Moscow) . nFreedom tO the market activity",

name of the prison in
"Democrats, do you remember about it?" etc.

Members of the Group for many times took part in the
ns and public demonstracions.

TV-programs,

radio—programs, discussio

—3 — ' =

written by the
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AT AL TO AMERICANS

o

f We are first (and may ba the last) time in your country. We are happy
1r_o carry out our disam and to ase the great free country.
P But we are not only the travellers. We are also the Twnnnnqers of one
{of the most tragie and atrange for the world part of Soviet people -
‘cnnvinrnd businsssmsn, We would like to. tell you that they need support‘:.
And at firast they need aupport from your country where the freedom 1s
ental
‘tun?:mu:: country all is done in the opposite way. During long years the
totalitarism implanted the state monopoly as t@e main quality og 'the
| socialism. The sconomical independence was punished with severe crlm}nal
| repressions. Almost all market economy was equated to the speculation,
' the free business and commercial mediation was equated to embezzlement,
‘indepcndun[ from the state relations betyeen tradesmen were gquated to
bribes. But the life is impossible without market relations. Such

relations were allowed but only tO certain people. Thqse ones who had
their own point of view different from that of authorities always were

' sentenced for many years of prison of even for death penalty.
And today such practice still take a place. It is the main obstacle
" to the growth of the market economy. ) ) )
Our main aim is to release and defense all independent enterprilsers,

i crimes.
to explain that they have never done : 4

: Our main opponents are those representatives of Soviet establlshmgnt
! who during perestroyka want not to release all people but only to . give
%new title to their power - "regulated market". They try to show that
" they brind up such a special type of Soviet businessmen. But really they

! just try not to change the old state’s structures. I

Exactly with this purpose the¥ contigug to.cry4—€55ht Sovie; shadow
economy as the base of the organized criminality. (Our analysis shows
that there is no close connection between shadow econogy and organized
criminality). The old Soviet state’s structures are, without any doubt,
the part of the mafia. That is why they try to makeApeoplé to be angry
on some other mafia and to show that they fight against it. It allows

ions strongel -
Che¥h;§ Tii: EZPE:iilus that ygu and your cougtry support them. We know
that West countries now are fighting wich‘thelr own shadow economy. But
in USA the title "shadow economy"' 18 given to the economy C1256¥Y
connected with crimes. In our country the title "shadow economy® 1S
given to all independent enterprise. Unfortunately, in the West people
! ails.
als:adsﬁetr::il:?c:h:e;roblem is that those who smother Soviet Dbusiness
activity make it with the help of the free cougcrles and free people.
| And the last believe them and don't make the difference between honest
i iminal. :
buﬂ;zezi:e;u??gch;itnyou have too few informgtion. That is why dur%ng
this trip we are to make all possible Fo find _common language with
| people of the free business. we are afraid that without support of the
all world it will be very difficult for our country to become free.
It is impossible to describe such a great theme on several pages.

]

: Picking up and analyzing of the information is the great workt We have
E already done some work in this field and we would like to find people
l‘interesced in this theme. ) . . . . £

! Today we can only tell you about tragic life of Soviet businessmen.
h It will show to you that in our country there are great problems_and‘ we
l5need your help to solve them. Wwe will try to convince some scilentists
i and businessmen in your country that it is very important problem. The
H future of our country and of the dangerous neighbor of your country
i,depends on=itd wo-s

(4‘ p! ;-4,¢CQV.V.Sokirko
— L.N.T

kachenko
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Z::]7 ,Imprisoned Soviet Entrepreneurs Demand to be Heard “

Edwin G. Dolan
Gettysburg College and

The Russian-American University (Moscow)

One of the accomplishments of the Gorbachev era has been the
release of Soviet prisoners of conscience who were jailed for
exercizing their rights of free speech and religion. But unknown
to many in the West, thousands of others are still serving time
in Soviet labor camps for the exercise of basic economic rights.
They demand to be heard, and for both practical and moral
reasons, we should listen to them.

According to Viktor Sokirko, head of the Moscow-based Group
for the Defense of Imprisoned Entrepreneurs and Economic Freedom,
more than 127,000 Soviet citizens are currently imprisoned for
economic crimes. The most common charges are speculation,
violation of foreign exchange regulations, misappropriation of
state property, and bribery. .

The Soviet criminal code defines these offenses in a way
that fails to distinguish between standard business practices and
the type of fraud or extortion that would be criminal anywhere.
The purchase and resale of any good with. the intent of earning a
profit is defined as speculation. The payment of any fee or
commission for services rendered is construed as bribery or
misappropriation of government funds. And virtually any business
transaction between Soviet and foreign partners is likely to
violate foreign exchange regqulations in some respect. The fact
that a transaction is conducted entirely on the basis of
voluntary contract and mutual benefit is not admissible as a
defense.

Consider the case of Mark Sherman, a Soviet lumber broker
currently serving 12 years at hard labor in a camp in Kurganskaya
Oblast. Sherman's business was to find customers for lumber
produced by Siberian mills which failed to meet the quality
standards demanded by foreign purchasers. Given the universal
shortages of building materials in the Soviet Union, it was not
hard for him to find eager buyers even for second-grade stock.
The mills were happy to find customers for goods that would
otherwise have ended up on the scrap heap. The customers were
satisfied, too. Sherman even arranged for them to visit the mills
and inspect the goods before delivery. Naturally, everyone had to
fiddle the paperwork to disguise the nature of the transaction
from the authorities, but contrary to the prosecution's claim at
Sherman's trial, there was no fraud committed by any of the
parties against the others. ’

Several recent Soviet laws ostensibly encourage
entrepreneurial activities and the establishment of joint
ventures. What many people do not realize is that under the
existing criminal code, which the new legislation does not set
aside, it is literally impossible for the new enterprises to
operate legally. This is a classic technique of totalitarian
social control, which aims not to arrest everyone, but to put all
in the position where they know they can be arrested at any time.
The law then becomes an arbitrary instrument of blackmail and
intimidation. Gorbachev's recent decree giving the KGB the power
to search any business without warrant only drives home the
point.

Westerners doing business in the USSR may find comfort in
the fact that they themselves are unlikely to end up in the
camps. But that does not fmean they are free to conduct normal
business. They are put at risk in several very practical
respects. :



First, they must understand that their Soviet partners will
be operating on or beyond the fringes of the law. This includes
not just primary business partners, but landlords, drivers,
building contractors, suppliers of materials, and the ever
helpful “"consultants" who, for a fee, smooth away bureaucratic
obs?acles. Since such people are subject to official pressure and
manipulation, any deal is subject to disruption, and confidential
business information is automatically at risk.

. $econd, the fact that business can be conducted only by
skirting or breaking the law affects the mix of people drawn into
the'"new sector" of Soviet business. Certainly, many Soviet
businessmen are honest and straightforward, but mixed in with
them are many outright racketeers for whom fraud and extortion
are s?andard practice. In a normal market economy, such bus&ness
practices are common only in markets such as narcotics or
prostitution that operate outside the law to begin with.
Unfortunately, in the Soviet Union, commerce in building
materials or auto parts has much the sameé status as trafficking
in heroin has in the United States. This creates a climate in
which crime flourishes.

Third, it is very difficult to establish long-term
commercial relationships in an atmosphere where the authorities
can put any firm out of business at any moment. As a result, many
would-be Soviet business partners are interested only in
groiosals that promise a 100 percent profit on the very first

eal.

) Many Soviet reformers are aware of the importance of the
1ssue of economic rights. For example, the 500-day program for
the transition to a market economy, which still commands the
backing of most Russian democrats, included a bold amnesty
proposal for those convicted of economic crimes, and reform of
the laws under which they were convicted. This issue is less well
known in the West, however. Several things could be done to raise
its international visibility.

First, Western businesspeople should raise the issue of
economic rights at every meeting with Soviet officials. They
should emphasize that the hoped-for flow of capital and know-how
cannot materialize until there is an amnesty and a criminal code
reform that clearly distinguish normal business practices from
culpable fraud, extortion, and official corruption.

Second, they should urge their own governments to put
economic rights on the official agenda as an issue equal in
importance to freedom of emmigration and rights of national self-
determination. .

] Third, borrowing a technique successfully used by human
rights groups in the past, they should publicize individual cases
o? unjustly imprisoned Soviet entrepreneurs, and be prepared to
discuss these cases whenever meeting with Soviet officials.

Above all, it should be remembered that economic rights are
humag rights, too. There is more at stake here than just a set of
barriers to East-West trade..Violations of economic rights
deserve the same response of moral outrage as violations of
political or religious rights.

Keep this in mind if you do business in the USSR. The next
time a helpful Soviet entrepreneur offers to find some hard-to-
get carpeting for your Moscow office, try picturing your new
friend in a forced-labor camp alongside Mark Sherman. These are
no country-club prisons like those reserved for American
executives who run afoul of the SEC. They are real gulags.
Sherman writes from his camp that he, like -95 percent of his
fellow inmates, has lost his teeth and developed ulcers as the
result of bad diet and inadequate medical care. He thinks he is
developing liver disease. He fears coming down with tuberculosis,
endemic in the camps. And he is only one of 127,000 imprisoned
Soviet entrepreneurs. ,,_é;___
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"THE VOICE OF VICTIMS OF ECONOMICAL REPRESSIONS » N 33 _

142170ur government have announced the transition to the market econcmy,‘But
"ic still tries to count money in the pocket of a free entervriser
vithout paying attention for how much pfofit rhs_lest one gave ro the
State. Of course, they are past masters in the policy of provocat;on and
compromises. That 1is why when they have already goth%ng to do they
cries: "Do something!". But the enterpriser can’t live in such way, he
vants to know what will happen with his money at the end. And I really
don’t understand how can the government transit the couytry‘ to ‘the
market economy when it doesn’t believe people who deal with it sluie
many years ago. And the State still doesu'; understgnd that such peop’e
exist. And we are prisoned. Management 13 my llfe. But they doq t
believe me, although even our government have ;ecognlzsd that our pollqe
sentence businessmen for prison. But the police can’t tell us that %C
has done something wrong. That 1is why instead of preseqt;ng their
pardons they continue to smother our professxon: And they will do Tagy
other mistakes and lose much time. They are af;a%d to lose the power; it
pake people angry with them. At the end ;bey wlll_hgve to do the refo;@s
but already nobody will hear them. It is my opinion and I.would like
those who want to know the opinion of buslgessmsu to read this letter.
L Ini of the honest enterpriser.
1% 5 BN s from the letter to the Group from the end of 1990)

MARK SHERMAN

Was bord on , Russian, constant gesident of
Kurgan, higher education, invalid o§ the first group,
have undergone 30 oncological operations. Was prisoned
twice:

- on the : ; was sentenced to 10 years of
prisoning; z ’ <
- on the ) i : was sentenced to 7 years of
prisoning. ; «
The "court
Was arrested from the till and on the . On the

was sentenced for 14 years of especially severe prisoning}with
confiscation of the ‘property and paying of“46346 rubles 1loss. The
complaints were left without attention. On the [ the sentence was
changed to 15 years of prisoning only. ;
His guilt due to-the sentence: ke, )
Sherman with the help of his assistant Shirin deceived the directors of
the collective farms in the Kazach SSR. He took' from them money for
workers dealing with wood and then took money for himself.

Really, Sherman performed a big mediative work..He helped people to
eXchange different deficit materials. There are written proof that )
the number of farms had a great profit with his help. In.the report it
was written that money were paid to the teams of the builders. Really

they were paid to the mediators. It was the only way to got free money

because in the USSR there are officially no such people as mediators.

Sherman recognize.his commercial activity but deny the embezzlement.

The work of the Group:

The first letter from MlSherman have been received in October 1990 with

the help of V.Abramkin. Before that, in September, we had seen Sherman’s

counsel for defense V.I.Voromov . After getting from the last one
necessary documents the first complaint from the Group gave been'sent to
the Prosecute of the USSR in the November. Very: soon” we recelved.the
negative answer. In the December we have sent the second complaint.
During our visit to the advisor of the General Prosecutor of tpe USSR
M.8.Katishev the last analyzed carefully these mqterlals.»Aﬁyer that the
General Prosecutor of the USSR demanded to revise the action. In
December 1990 the public jury was carried out. Almost.all participants
decided that he isn’t guilty at all. ﬂq;erlals are now prepared toJ}h
publications. ) - - )

M.M.Sherman and his son are active maubers Ot our soclety.
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Jails i Soviet Union
Still House Scores
Of Entrepreneurs

Even as the U.S.S.R. Praises
I,nsping:ts for Capitalism,
Pavel Bulov Pays for His

By ANDREA RUTHERFORD

Staff Reporter of Tk WALL STRIEET JOURNAL

NOVOULYANOVSK, U:S.S.R. — When
Pavel Bulov looks out the window of his
concrete cell in Corrective Labor Camp
78/2, he can't help thinking that he's been
overlooked by perestroika.

Mr. Bulov, a handsome, powerfully
built 35-year-old who is almost painfully
shy, is no big time crook. These days, he
most likely wouldn't be considered a crook
at all, but would be feted for just the kind
of spirited entrepreneurship the Soviet Un-
ion wants to encourage. His crime: making
a private deal to haul gravel. His punish-
ment: 11 years at hard labor.

He is the only economic criminal left in
Camp 78/2, and he wants to go home. But
the Russian republic rejected a petition for
pardon last December; another is awaiting
review by the Russian Supreme Court. The
Soviet establishment still has a deep aver-
sion to private enterprise, says Victor So-
kirko, a Moscow activist working for Mr.
Bulov’s release. Mr. Sokirko has compiled
102 case histories similar to Mr. Bulov's,
and estimates there are thousands in
prison for economic crimes.

/7/7 BQZOV

Grim Camp 76/2 is nestled among pic-~
turesque birch groves, a’few miles from
the city of Ulyanovsk on the banks of the

Volga River. Here, a pair of imposing

wrought iron gates topped with a shiny red

star open onto a wide dusty path. A second

row of fences seals off squat, gray-cement
barracks and workshops—off limits to ev-
eryone but the camp’s 1,000 prisoners and
their guards.

Mr. Bulov is brought to be interviewed |

in a cramped visiting room painted pale

« blue and furnished with four wooden chairs

i

tand.a shabby desk. - .

54 know I haven't done anyone harm. [
never thought I'd end up like this,”" Mr.
 Bulov says, and a lopsided, apologetic
smile crosses his face for a split second.
He points out the boiler room, where he
(works six days a week for a miserly $38
ia month, from which his meals are de-

Tducted, and the cell that he shares with 24

i other prisoners. .

- Mr. Bulov grew up a few miles from
here. At the local high school—famed for
being the alma mater of Vladimir Lenin,
founder of the Soviet state—Mr. Bulov was
one of the toughest kids. He even spent
three and a half years in prison after get-
ting into a drunken fight. ;

. . But 10 years ago, Mr. Bulov had settled
down. He liked his job as a truck driver
and spent his spare time remodeling the
austere apartinent he shared with his wid-
owed mother, Antonina Bulova. “I had

plans back then: 1 wanted to get married,
have kids,” he says. b
Then Mr. Bulov got an offer he should
have refused. The Frunze collective farm,
90 miles away, was looking for someone to-
haul 10 tons of gravel it had bought under
the table from a state-owned wqrqhouse in
Glyanovsk. The collective’s building proj-‘:
ects were behind schedule and construction:
materials in desperately short supply: - {
Such informal deals are common in the
Soviel Union, where the state distribution
network is notoriously unreliable. But laws,
against speculation forbid dealing in state;
ownegiogds. . s

CEE Y
IS e T

Mr. Bulov was assured that the bosses

And the money was good; he got $45 for a
single run, almost a week’s pay. “'I wanted
to buy engine parts for my car and reno-

]
of Frunze farm backed the arrangement. | .
[

vate the apartment,” he recalls. “He was | ‘~

young; he wanted to dress well and take |
out girls,” says his mother. ;

- Over the next few years, Mr. Bulov, his
brother and some huddies arranged dozens
of similar deals with local farms. He

carned about $3,300 before the police ...

caught up with them. An Ulyanovsk court
reprimanded the farm'’s directors, ‘but it |
put the truckers behind bars. On his first |
t“day in prison, Mr. Bulov met murderers
with sentences shorter than his. 4-- 2 |
Since then, perestroika has taken hold
in the Soviet Union. Mr. Bulov's friends
write him that they have quit their state
.-jobs and bought trucks. The Soviet police |
s no longer enforce bans on private deals, |
{# and legislation caught up with practice last i
month with a new law designed to encour-.
age entrepreneurs. | S
i R i
' gl
Hr. Bulov .
wibh Ajs l/[,[g -
6e1?ore Zf‘e,
- avest

| .

el

. thize. They say Mr. Bulov is a model pris-

;. Justice Minister Lushchikov, for exam-

Asked about cases like Mr. Bulov's, So- |
viet Justice Minister Sergei Lushchikov
says, “Today, there is no criminal respon- |
sibility for such types. of phenomena.” .

Inspired by the changes, Mr. Bulov's
wife, Olga, moved in with his mother three
years ago, and the two started writing ap-
peals. They are now experts on the Soviet
criminal code, spouting legal jargon as flu-
ently as any lawyer—though they prefer
simple arguments. Mr. Bulov “‘worked
honestly; is he really a danger to society?"

. his mother wrote recently. .

Even the labor camp officials sympa- |

“-oner, and when asked about his sentence, |

-:Nikolai Gordeev, the camp’s director, just | ¢
shakes.his head, muttering, ‘‘too much.”

. But as new laws challenge old anti-busi-
ness prejudices, the odds of winning a par-
don seem slim. The Soviet justice system
has turned into a Dostoevskian tangle of
confusion and indecisiveness.

ple, wants the economic laws revised, but | i
doesn’'t expect to pardon anyone. *‘To the |
extent that people were convicted when the
law was in effect, and it is still in effect,
_we don't have any grounds to say that it
wasn't legal or correct and they should be
released,” he says. wpfigh ol Boe §
So Mr. Bulov waits. He wrote recently
to his mother, ‘'don’t 'be sad. All this ‘will
pass like“a bad dream and you'll see .
grandchildren. . But "Mr." Bulov_secretly
worries that there isn’t much to for-
“ward to; he,still has six’years )
,-78/2 ahead of him. & :
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L’,,'P dZ?ieblg sorrow have troubled with me In my old age. My sons work

£ wasrs and now they are very rigorously punished. The yourger ?rbjd e

st pr;soneq for five years and sooa will be released b&; the e7§dxmlr

2 =~ 1s prisoned for eleven years. It i3 e rib e

ke . ven terrible to 1t

buildijﬂ ﬂ;so he began to convey gravel to the neighbor d;g;r?~abOUt
o e hg g the roads. Their team-leader have found cthis rav:l‘ﬁr fo{

il 3r or. He asked the storekeeper if she has wastes o% av ia 2o
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wasces which were lying In the kharbor for many ve;r; I-

Pavel

a very
was done
e

know 1 ; ;
| X Thgrel[;éii V3§05he hirm for the Stace? Why are they so cru:7}"
- D Iy 5 ! .
| i e e people, not only my sons. It 15 really nc
, ey have to pay for some loss. It means, that thke

the colleccive farms are to be e o iarge an toe Dullcders are
X s t b €A3a buil
h fre f char d rc! er

(from the letcter p L B L
of Pavel’s mother Antonina Bulova to che group)

Zéici i ve read your article I have a hope for some chianges i
now that there are people whom I can ask for h*l;‘ Of ¢o
elp. ourse

want me to wright about my st ‘ I
we MRy By, ol g y ory. But I don’t understand it well, T

(from Pavel’s letter to the group)

PavsL Yeveenyevics Burov =%

!

i

{
Was born on 5.08.1955, Russian, constant F) :
resident of the town of Ulvyanovsk -

married, was -working as a driver. Was 9

prisoned twice:
- in 1972 for 3,5 years; \\'/
- in 1979 for 0,5 of a year. ‘Y
Acddress:
la
Was arrested on 9.04.1984, giglgiom SR E
leave the district. Was sentenced on the for 11 years of

prisoning with confiscation of h
iy B, S the prapersy. The conmplaints were left
His quilt due to th
o ) the gentence:
buildgu w?;flnqlvas a driver he thefted building materials from th
cgllect?ve ?anlﬁatlons of Ulyanovsk with other drivers and dfrﬁé“a"" ?
arms. Then he conveyed them to collective farms ofwT;t;;ign

Republic. Also he did extremel bi 1 i
Regualis. Yy ig speculations and falsificated
The real problen.

The ngldan of'roads in collective farms was initiated by authorities of
TacaylanARepubllc. They helped to do all above said things fléhj: v :
received 80 rubles per trip, the storekeeper - 5 rubles per.Vc:d‘:;‘ ;;s
roads were well built but during Andropov’s rule maay lgud A;t‘ ?
coannected wxch businessmen were made. The protector from the c*”ﬂtglonJ
had already died when it has happened. Meaowhile, directors ot 3315;r?§3§

farmas were o i y dri
ot prisoned. Only drivers were so cruelly punished.

The work of the Group.
The complaint from A.P.Bulova was received in September of
getting of documents the first complaint from the G}ouo wa;
Prosecute of the USSR. After reminding the materials wéra re
Prosecgte but the answer was negative. After two an{ gg
time of prisoning was cut from 11 to 9 years. Now he i;llw

alre;dy 5.5 years. Ca the the revising of the actio
out in the Group. The majority of participants decided tga:A“u
guilty. The expert of the Group I.C.Kotova has written chg ;r
ruins our Fccnomy?' which was sent to the number of unewspapers
arCLclan ot T.4 Shavina "Society for saving of busineé:éggu
eccnomy LM#CbQQCﬂV%?u{heuﬂﬂf 27 there are much inicréauA

;hxs a;cxcn. Further, after studying of these materials
~{ journalist Aadrea Rutherford took the interview from P.Bulov and pranted
. r prain

—an article atout it in the The Wall Street Journal

109388, Mockma, yn. Typeauopa, A.43, kB.286, Ten. 3541321
Npexcenarens Oomzctba CoxHpko BikTop BrammaipoBuy
109388, Moscow, st. Guryanova 43, apt. 286, USSR
Chairman Victor Sokirko. Phone: 3541321; Fax: (095) 3541321

TO THE HEADS OF THE GOVERNMENTS ()Fl-174E

FEDERAL RePuBLIC OF GERMANY. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
AUusTRIA.BELGIUM. BULGARIA. CANADA. CYPRUS. DENMARK. SPAIN.
FiINLAND. FRANCE. GREAT BrRiTAN . GreEECE. HUNGARY. IRELAND.

IsLaND. ITALY. LEICHTENSTEIN. LUXEMBOURG. MaLTA. Monaco. Norway.
NETHERLAND. POLAND. PORTUGUESE. ROMANIA, SAN MariNO.  HoLy SEE.
SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND. CZECHOSLOVAKIA. TURKEY. YUGOSLAVIA.

The Bonn conference on the co-operation in Europe was convened in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the concluding
document of the Vienna meeting on the conference on security and
co-operation in Europe. There 35 participating States, including
Soviet Union, had undertaken a number of obligations. Among them
there were the following:

1) International and domestic policies will be aimed at expanding
the free flow of trade, capital, investment and repatriation of
profits in convertible currencies;

2) The country must have free and competitive market economy
where prices are based on the demand and supply; .

3) We will help to recognition of of all types of property, and
the right of citizens to own and use them, as well as
intellectual property rights;

4) A person will have the right to prompt, Jjust and effective
compensation if the private property is taken for public use;

5) We will help to direct contact between customers and suppliers
in order to facilitate the exchange of doods and services among
companies - whether private or state-owned - and individuals in
both domestic and international markets.

Society for the defense of convinced businessmen & economic
freedoms officially registered by Soviet authorities on the 19th
of October 1990 establishes:

During the last year USSR didn’t implement the undertaken
obligations. It is confirmed by the following facts:

1) existing in the USSR legislation prohibits free enterprise,
commercial mediation , private commerce, using of hard currency
and specify for above said thing an imprisonment for many Years
and sometimes even death penalty. Soviet legislation still isn’t
brought to conformity with undertaken in Bonn obligations.

In the program "500 days” solving of this problem was
specified during the first 100 days but the program was cut down.
Instead of it the law " About broadening of the campaign against
speculation” have been carried out which specifies even more
rigorous punishments for free commerce.This fact is a great
violation by the government of the USSR of the rights of Soviet
citizens.
2) It is necessary to note, that criminal punishments in the USSR
for the offenses ‘"against socialist property" are much more
rigorous then for those against other kinds of properties and
even against the life of the person. This is the violation of the
principle of equal defending of different kinds of properties and
the principle of priority of the defending  of person’s rights.

n tence in the Soviet glon of

T a C

Tt also he mroved by the &3
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’ " i the socialist
the death penalty for the crimes against
property".
3) The law-court in the USSR don’t make the reason between the
functionaries and people working inl the alternative economy. That
is why the private businesses of the latter are often considered

malfeasance.

4) The law-court in the USSR mainly consider free commerce{using
of the materials monopolized by the state and commercial
mediation) as the theft from the state.

Providing of the straight connections between supplier and
buyer without the State's control, obtaining and distribution of
profit (especially in the wholesale and material trade) and other
trade operations are qualified by Soviet law-courts as theft of
the state property and bribes to the functionaries. Such practice
dooms economically free persons to great moral and material
suffering not only because of possible prisoning and even death
penalty but also because of defaming honest citizens dealing with
free economy as thieves.

5) Trying to hide their mistakes in economy and to avoid
discontent of population, authorities of the country does
everything possible to increase the displeasure of the population
with free market. With this aim every year thousands of people
are sentenced to hard c¢riminal punishments because of their
attempts to realize their rights for the economical freedom of
the person. By our rough data now there are about 127 thousand
businessmen in prisons of the USSR. About sixty persons Wwe are
ready to give all necessary juridical information.

We beg you to help them and try to defend economical freedom of a
person in the USSR.

It seems to us, that states which had undertaken a number of
obligations on the conference in Bonn have promised ¢to realiz
these obligations not only to each other but also to people of
European countries including USSR.

Refusing them international aid will help to cut down
economical reforms in the Soviet Union and this will immediately
lead to revival of dangerous totalitarism in the USSR. ,

We beg you to analyze these facts and then, taking into account
the difficulty of the situation, to make representation to Soviet
government about not performing of undertaken obligations.

We beg you to help to release prisoned businessmen and to try
to defend their rights declared on the Bonn conference.

Chairman Society for the Defense of Convinced
Businessmen end economic Freedoms (» ‘(:7 "
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VOICES”

"THE VOICE OF VICTIMS OF ECONOMICAL REPRESSIONS ” N 1

"T agree, that I have ccmmitted a crime, have broken trade rules, but
it was the crdinary fact. I had to do it. My parents said me: "Ira,
leave this job, leave it!..". But I wanted my shop to be the best.. My
parents were speaking about bribes. I could understand nothing. I have
known recently that my general denouncer, chief of Region Property
Plumber’s Investigatiocon Department (P.P.I.D.) Fedorenko had been
sentenced to 15 years Imprisonment for bribes ( 24.000 rubles and a
car "Volga"). Now I’'m sure, that my main quilt was my Improfitableness
for him." s

7% Ty

(from the letter to the Group [Erig

Irina Senenovna Moiseenko ( Kortova )

Was born in 1939 in Kharkov, jewess, before the arrest
have been diverced; had a 15 years old son, lived in
Kharkov, was educated as mechanical-engineer, but worked
in the shop; she was shop-manager in the home appliances
store; now sh is a worker on Serpukhov paper-mill;
Address : 142201 TI.Cepiyxor, MockoBcKasi o6a. yJa.B.Karo-
IDUICKA, She have got married. New surname is Kotova.

The court

her for 8 years - imprisonment in camps of general regime with
confiscation of the property and depriving of right to fill
Her guilt due to the sentence:
During working as a shop manager she took bribes, embezzled state
property, swindled buyers and abused by her official status. Really,
the reason of the arrest was a quarrel with the police. Selling of two
perambulator’s sale by the market price have been considered bribe.
The difference between market and state costs determined the size of
bribe (154 rub. 40 kop.). Some deficit goods from the shops were kept
for some time at her home. It have been considered embezzlement.
The real problem

It wWasno't proved that she embezzled state property. Her property which
had to be confiscated haven’t been found. All proves of the
Prosecution were based on the evidences of three persons. All of them
have retracted there evidences during the court. They explained that
they had given them under inspector’s pressing. However, neither
cassational nor supervisional instances didn’t lend an ear to reasons
of the defencse. In rejection they referred only to reasons of sentence
and to above said evidences. On the Court-sitting Moiseenko admitted
her quilt only in huyers’ fraud. She have been sent from Kharkov
(against the rules) and have spent 4 years in Odessa camp, then about
4 years she have spent in hardest settling in Kemerovo district.

The work _of the_group_

In 1987 Moisc
"Ogoniok".
The public
decided rthat
be punizhed

answered the article of A.Jakovlev in the journal
letter was given to the Public Center and to the Group.

have been carried out in 1989. Five of participants
sho isn’t guilty, two of them have added that she is to
the buyers’ fraud. Four participants decided that she

J"
—
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"Tue VOICE QF VICTIMS OF ECONQMICAL REPRESSIONS ” NZ

I’11 write several words about my case. Business, which we were
cruelly condemned for, 1is legalized now under the name of "cooperative
activity”. Jews tried to introduce business into our economy for many
years. But our authorities only now have understood that it 1is
necessary to legalize free commerce and it has happened only due to
our catastrophic conditions. Business brings to the state the great
profit and it shows the only exit from the critical state. But it
was Jjewish- idea, that’s why nobody agreed with it for a long time.
Poor Jewa! They are always considered guilty in all their troubles,
that’s why everybody are angry with us. "
(from the letter to America. 1990 )

ViApIMIR DMITRIEVICH GOLDSHTEIN.

Was born on the 31.07.1949, from Ukraina, Jew, 1is
married, resided in Dnepropetrovsk, has secondary
education, worked as senior seller [7]1. Earlier
had been sentenced for years imprisonment. Now he
is in the camp, his address 1is: 634034, I'.TOMCK,
w/a 11474 otp. 13 (91.

The court :
He have been arrested’ on the 28.04.1979 and 1n prison have been

sentenced by for three times: M S
a)Dnepropetrovsk Court - for 3 years imprisonment. The_gquilt due_ to

the sentence was speculation; r n ﬂ h nlllf ' u u g-n )

b){Dnepropetrovsk Region Court - for 11 years imprisonment. The quilt
due to the sentence was buyers’ fraud;
c)Zaporogye Region Court - for 15 years imprisonment.

_The last sentence was 15 years imprisonment in strict regime camps
with confiscation of the property.

His guilt due to the sentences of two latest courts

The collective farm produced methylated spirits. Then in report it was
written that they have produced universal liquid (the first is more
expensive then the last). The difference (1,12 rub. for one bottle )
was appropriated. The total sum was:

a) 55393 bottles due to the sentence of the first Court

b) 48692 bottles due to the sentence of the second Court.

The real problem

The collective farm used to product the "universal liquid"™ from the
spirit. But on the labels it was written that it was the methylated
spirit. It was the fraud of buyers. But the vuniversal 1ligquid" is
mainly used by drinkers instead of spirit or vodka. And all of them
new what they were buying. It was not the embezzlement but the
breaking of the state monopoly for production of vodka .

There are also a lot of official documents, which demonstrate, that
it’s impossible to product methilated sgpirit from those materials
which were in the collective farm’s disposal. Goldshtein have stolen

4 74

nothing, but he have got a profit with misinformation. That’s why h
was to be sentenced for 5 years imprisonment or even less Goldsh{ e
is gure,'tpat such a sentence is the result of inspectorsﬂ'and jud el?
anti-Semitism, because the same sellers (but Russians or Ukrainiagss
have got more gentle penalties ( for buyers’ fraud not f )
embezzlement of State property). ' ° ot
But the Cassational Court and all super visi i idn"’
lend an ear to the reasons of the Defens§ F7lfslonal instances dida’t

On the Court - sitting Goldshtein admitt i i

4 ed -his quilt onl
buyerfs f{aud. Now all his colleagues are already free, even ”the%maig
organizer". But Goldshtein is still in the camp. He had to leave

riaina and to stay'in a hgrd siberian camp although he is seriously
ill. He Fonf;lcts with administration, that is why he has to spend a
lot of time in a penal isolation word.

The work of the group

In 1989 the Group have received complaints and Jjuridi
connectgd with Goldshtein’s action from the well—knzxﬁffjgigztfgzgzzgts
V.B;ﬁhmt?. Theg have got acquainted in the camp. o
The roup as‘carried out the public jury. Al juri
decided tpat he_ls guilty in the fraud ofjbuﬁ;ers’l gg?;ug:r;:5c23¥g
not 'rgallze his economic abilities in anothe; way under our
condltlong._Four juries have brought in a verdict of not guilty. Unde
new condltlons. he’ll become useful businessman. ‘All juries éecideg
Fhat sentence is too cruel and, moreover, breaks the law. Goldshtei
is c9n51dered the victim of economic repressions [3]. ' .
Since the end of 1989 the Group have sent a number of complaints to
the ?rosecute of the USSR. But the Prosecute have told that it can do
nothing, begause Zaporogye Court "has lost all the documents"
qudshteln case was discussed on the sitting of the Person;s Right
Committee aFtached to Supreme Soviet of the USSR. Thanks to Bakhmgn :
%E; gﬁoﬁgrelgn jewi:h communities are interested in Goldshtein’s life
corresponds wi i i j i iti i
‘England, e andpAustralzg,GOIdShteln and with jewish communities from

sty - f ° ol
it ?AYR(CIA SCHROEDER ARMIL SIAVICES COMMITIIE
e S s i Po1 DAIICI AN Crvm
Tt comanite
AociARe COuTIE
Congress of the nited States
Comoarssiomat Cascus 10r
Pouse of Representatives WOUIN b SIS Cognam
@asbhington, VDT 20515
Hay 30, 1990
Vladimir Laitricvich Goldshteln
i UCHF Yau - 114/4
! . lormsh 634034
i KSFSR, USSR
| lear Mr. Goldshtetn:
% Scveral of ry constituents have informed me of your situation.
It appears thst you have been ._;.reaxed unfairly, sand 1 an
4 deeply distressed. .
{ | I have vritten to President Gorbachev urging him to have your °
! ! case revieved. ;
| Pleasc knou that you have not been forgotten by the citizens
| of the United Ststes. :
: o o, ——
i -
|

Patricis Schroeder
lierber of Congress

~I'S:kch
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brmrngres “"I'HE VOICE OF VICTIMS OF ECONOMICAL REPRESSIONS "N 4

:2?As for me, I have never heard, that our country has any loss from
.gold-diggers groups. But Kamchatka "businessmen’ have proved it. They
"have taken away money which the workers have got honestly and then
have declared these money an embezzlement. They have considered the
group a state organization and made it to pay the highest taxes. But
the high salary of the workers they considered a crime.
refused to build cottages for Kamchatka authorities instead of
othér necessary buildings. That’s why I was arrested. They chained me
to the grates with handcuffs and opened the door for the hole night in
winter for my "re-education”. Kamchatka sadists under the leadership
of tolonel Aksionov set dogs on me. There tooth have left the deep
tracks on my body. Even when I have been driven into dystrophy,
Kamchatka "powers" had visited me. Regional Prosecutor Razgeivin have
told me : "If you don’t gtop to write your complaints, you will die in
penal isolation ward."

The Chief of home Affairs Department, general Sokolov added:
"Should Marx and Lenin stay in our penal isolation ward, they should
refuse from their ideas". Now they are on their posts. I can call
these men "butchers" of their own people.

I can say with the confidence that there are two parts of the
_criminal world. People of the first kind sit in prisons and camps,
‘often being not guilty. The other have defended themselves by the

cards of the member of CPSU. They live beautifully. We spear a lot
about repressions of 30th-50th years. But we let us look around. There
are a lot of initiative economic leaders in prisons and camps now. All
their guilt is breaking of too old rules which prohibit the intensive
economic development.

(from the appeal to Group and Popular Deputy of the USSR Y.Afanasiev).

Nikxoray NixoraevicH Moroz

(1] was born on 19.12.1940 y.; [2] Russian; [3] from the
village Chernoyarskaya, Krasnodar district; ([4] lived in
_ Petropavlovsk-Kamtshatskiy; [5] engineer; [6] worked as
. super intendant and chief of Building Department attached to
a gold-diggers group. Before the first arrest he worked as
..the deputy director of Petropavlovsk wood factory; [7]
:Earlier he had been sentenced for 8 years imprisonment, but
have been discharged. [8] Now he is in the in strict regime
. camp. Its address is: WUTY Al1-34/8 r.JaCHTHaHTY TrMeHCKOH 00J

The court

[1] The first arrest was connected with conviction in 1976, but Moroz
was discharged (conditionally) before appointed time (in 1978). On the
21.03.1980 he have been returned to the camp. [2] Kamchatka Region
Court have sentenced him to 15 years imprisonment in strict regime
Ricamp,r to property confiscation. The loss to be paid equals 61614
ywrubles. )

we. His guilt due to the sentence

& y He have broken the law and have made a contract with gold-diggers
W group "Voskhod" and "Muskovit" for organizing of the building
© department on Kamchatka. But really he established the illegal group

L]

. Y
Wt ek b e i s ity

N & ECONOMIC FREEDOMS

fo " ;
r common trade. This group got illegal profit and embezzled state

property. 70% of the profits w %
il P S ere used for wage.and 30% were reversed

The real problem
E::gﬁ::ka ;uthorities themselves stimulated creating of such gr
e 1aﬁo ody elsg could carry out the necessary job. As have geOUpS
e timeerbuiiiztﬁgiaof sucg groups have been already prohibitegogi
; E year Morcz’s ro S j
appgox1mately 800 thousands rubles. JEEIH WES peslested i iR Bee
oo zg ggdez cgn§1tlons of the totally planed state economy the grou
- resu1§ tg it’s worgers due to Fhe rules of state organization Ag
i e ] ;?;;;uégnt; pay the high salary (officially). That is.why
e G 3 € report unexisti "
theBmalﬁ‘materlal of the investigation 25 jmes S B BR. O e
reaking of some rules 5 ]
-y occurred but no embezzlements have been
reéiis;igfliégts have been left without attention. In 1988 b th
o - ;ﬁ qewspa%?rksKomsomolskaya pravda” the action haveybeei
. visor of the Prosecutor of th SF i
a pgotgst but tpe sentence was left without ;;ai;;iz gemiyanushin made
guil:rl%%wtgil;HEESClQQElOD Moroz and others didn’t recognize their
- oroz 1is still imprisoned. But h i
. e cont i

complaints. In 1990 he have been taken to the more stricgj;fZSZE rte

Igg_ygpkrof the group

T e oo
ngpf:?géaént from have been sent to the Group in summer of 1988 Th
e iz?oihECGroup gave been sent to the Prosecute of the iJSSRe
mation about the action have b i "
. e i
ﬁ::ipigers ﬁIzve;tlya“, "Chas pik". In more detailsmlh;mfiéshEd ve
escilped in the article "The prison for ma "lqn h
newspaper "Literaturnaya gazeta". RS R
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Tyan IvanovICH MI1CHASENK

russian, lived 1in
districet, hig
for 20 years. B
Republic. From
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"THE VOICE OF VICTIMS OF ECONOMICAL REPRESSIONS " N 12 %

# I’d read your annunciaticon and kave decided to write 'you... For the
last years I worked as the director of the collective farm in Kazach
SSR... I am a doctor of agricultural sciences. I have four children. In
1985 a great murrain took a place in our district. The reason was the
natural calamity. Our authorities made us not to report about it bur to
buy some sheep from peasants. And we had to do it. But Iin 1987 I had
gsome disagreement with authorities. In such cases they always use only
one thing - the prison. They have shown to above standing authorities
the mistakes in report and have proved that it was my action.
Investigation was held with many violations of the law. When they
wanted some other pecople to tell the court that I was guilty (when I
really wasn’t) they forgave them their guilt. I beg you to help me. *

_ (from the lette{ to the Group)
BexEN GEKSEMBAEV -

Was born in 1939, Kazach, 1lived in the
village Vesjoloe, Samarkand district,
worked as a director of the collective
farm, was earlier punished for 3 years of
prisoning conditionally, married, 4
children.

T h e court #
Was arrested on .On was sentencea tor 12 years
of prisoning with confiscation of the property and with paying of
37636 rubles of loss. The Supreme Court of Kazach SSR has left the

sentence almost without changing { only the sum of the loss was
reduced to 36700 rubles).

The guilt due to the sentence:

He wrote wrong reports, thefted money of the collective farm (he

took them for baying of sheep but then took morey for himself,
amused with his official state. :

The real problem: !

All money taken from the collective farm have been spent for
sheep or for other needs of the farm. The problem is that he
couldn’t take them officially for other needs. That is why he had to
report that he took them for sheep. Anyway, the court was the
punishment for the opinion different from that of authorities. It is
wellknown that all directors of collective farms have to use such
methods but only some of them are punished. Even the sentence
obviously proves that all money were spent for needs of the farm or
for salaries of peasants and workers. May be, he took something for

himself. But the results of the work were much better than in the
other farms.

The work of thz group;

The first letter from Geksembaev was received in May of 1990. The
number of people’s deputy were connected with writing of complaints.
Especially active was the redactor of the Feodor Burlatzki.
These complaints have lead to the meeting with the advisor of the
General Prosecutor of the USSR Arndreev and his negative answer.
After meeting with the advisor of the General Prosecutor of the
USSR Katushev the last promised to revise this action carefully. At

. the beginning of the 1990 the discussion of the problem was

carried out in the group. There were 12 participants. Seven from
them decided that he is not guilty, one person decided that he is
guilty but it is not a criminal crime. Four decided that he is
guilty but the punishment is too severe. Nobody of them was agree
with the sentence. T Ty
V.G.Geksembaeva have become the member of odur Group. /,‘f
. « s
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I was brought to trial without any guilt. I know the witness Tarkov
for more than 20 years. He have given we a couple of shoes and I said
that they cost more than 300 rubles. And he had to return me 300
rublea. Later he told to the court that they cost only 170 rubles. A
the result one can think that I had some profit. -
(from the complaint to the Suprgge Court)

- VALERIY PETROVICH VLASOV ~ ’ fﬁ?J

Was born on the 20.04.1947 inm Zelenogorsk
Leningrad district, Russian, resided in Leningrad'
secoqdary education, officially was out of job’
Earlier have been imprisoned: ’
- on the 1.06.73 for 6 vyears, -but have been
released after 4 years 3 months imprisonment;

- on the 12.11.80 for 7 years, two years later
have been released conditionally.

In ;984 have been put by force to the mental
hosp}tal, but in the same year have been released
Married, has the 7 years old daughter. i

. " . The court
ave been arrested on the 14.10.1986. On the 30.04

! ) -10. v . .1987 hav
beeqseutenced fop nine years imprisonment in the camp of the stric:
regime and confiscation of the property as especially dangerous
person. The sentence was left without changing. On the 24.05.1989 the
sentence have been reduced to 6 years imprisonment. 4 b

i aasiared i bHis guilt due to the sentence. .
I eculated with shoes, namely he have bought 't
and then have sole them for 310 rubles. s them For, 170 rubles.

Really it was the ordinary private trade.

The work'of the group.

The action was discussed in the Department of the Person’ Ri H
the Supreqe Sov1et.of the USSR. On the 18.11.1990 the pugiiz %tigtiagi
been carr}ed out in the Group. All participants (there..were 11 of
them) dgclded that he is not guilty. Three of them deciaed that h
havg maid the above said action but it wasn’'t a crime. "The ress
dec1deq tpat even th;s fact wasn’t proved during the investigation
{2: Tigortty of parﬁlq}pants decided that after ratification of ché
o di:gpp:gffulatlon the article about punishment for speculation
’ The'Prosecute of the RSFSR have given the negative answer for our
complalpt. The same thing have done the Prosecute of the USSR. Th
have written ;hat the sentence have already been changed : ¥
. Due to the new law Vlasov’s action is not considered.a crime. That
is yhy the Group have written special letters to the camp fo th
Lgnlngrad Court, to the Supreme Courts of the USSR and thé RSFSRe
Finally, the 1etter.have answered us that materials will be revised.
And the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR has already ratified the law Th'
rules of releasing:of people are to be created in a month ft -
rather fa§t,'but Vlasov continue to stay in the camp with é 1ty
for already five years. 3 e

~2.0 ~ : ~
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. builder, for 9 years I was the directo

I
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try to prove that I was useful for society and

For already 12 years I
for State. Now those methods are used all over the country but at that
:ing as a

time I was punished for them. For more than 25 years I was work
r of the building organization. We
We have obtained more than 3,5 millions

always performed all planes. ’
ncreased 1,9 times,

rubles of the income, the productivity of our labor i
salary of workers was 250-300 rubles monthl .
As the result I was sentenced for 7 years of prisoning with
confiscation of property. The reason was the wrong paying of salaries to
workers. All have forget that I haven’t taken any money for myself..
During building of the road from Minsk to Brest with my help 400
thousands rubles and the great quantity of driving facilities were

"saved. Am I to punished for it? And I had to pay more money for those

who worked at night, during their days off and so on. The court hadn’t
pay attention for these things. Anyway, I have paid only those money
that I had to but I have done it in the best way. Moreover, the court
decided that I have made something wrong during 1978 when I didn’t work
in that organization at all. But still nobody wants to pay attention for

such cases. I beg you to help me in revising of this action.
(from the letter to the Group)

AnaTOLIJ IaxovievIcH Matko

Was born in 1939, Bjelorussian, lived in
the town of Minsk, was working as a
puilder, today is living in Minsk, working
as a team-leader of builders, the member
of our Group.

The court
He had been arrested at the end of 1982; on the he have been
sentenced for 7 years of especially severe prisoning with confiscation of
the property and paying of loss for 52 000 rubles. On the the
time of prisoning was reduced to 4 years. On the the action
was revised an the sum to be paid was reduced to 20000 rubles.

His guilt due to the sentence:

Majko and other leaders of the organization reported about performing of
more job than it was really performed; they paid money to workers for not
per formed job; they amused with their official state. .

n above said letter. -It is surprisingly

The real problem is explained i
t to analyze this problem correctly.

that the court still doesn’'t wan
The work.of the Group:

The complaint was sent to the Prosecute of the USSR. The negative answer
is received from the Prosecutor Bogolyubov:"New methods of building (even
if they took the place) couldn’t compensate the loss".

Now the complaint is the sent to the adviser of the General Prosecutor
Katushev who have promised to analyze the action cargfully. AZZ
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for your help. I know that it is very hard to
change the sentence, put I still have & hope. What can I do else? I am

very grateful to all people who deal with actions gimular to my one.
(from the letter to the group from the 30.01.1991)

Thank you very much

HE VOICE QF VI
CTIMS OF ECONQMICAL REPRESSIONS ” N 18 ALEXANDER VASILYEVICH ZAKHAROV

(Unfortunatel :

Yy, 1n this :

because we - material we can 11

have no letters from the convincéng;rrEtell the sentence i wWas born on the 13.03.1952 in Moscow, Russian,
son. resided in Moscow, secondary education, officially

oral requests fr .

: o

himself. ) m his mother and his wife. He didn’ There were only | - . C
1dn’t wrote complaints | out of Jjob, really the commercial mediator.

Earlier has been sentenced: ,

— in 1973 for 1,5 years imprisonment;
- in 1975 to 5 years imprisonment.

Thne court
o 15.09.1984. On the 5.02.1986 have been

_ANaTOLTY SERGEEVICH DyAxay

Was born.
district,O%uggfa§.12.1946 in Kaliningrad, Moscow
worked as the teaﬁ—lgzgéfeif 1% the same place .
e workshop of the
| Have been arrested on th

transfers. Marri

; : ed, have th

in P e daught | 2 : : "

) Omsthe 1972). Now he is on thg "i;e(.was'POFn ! sentenced for 13 years in the camp of the strict regime with

: mistry" in 5| confiscation of the property and paying 120000 rubles loss. The
! sentence have peen left without changing.

The c
ourt : k| His guilt due to the sentence.
During staying in the camp Zakharov made the collusion with unknown

Ha b n ar . . .
r € 1 . h 1 1 have been
ve ee ested on the B,11 985 On the 2.09.1986 a
hef ed om th

sentenced for 6 ; .
P . years impriso . {
con nment
flscatlon of the property and payin the camp of the strict regim person. They t 1
ng 269436 rubles loss. . to the Ukrainian collective farms with falsificated documents. After
His guilt due to th ‘ release he went to Ukraina, introduced himself as the team-leader of
Dyakov € sentence the workers and took money for those vagons. The second person have
£ was occupied with th : not been found. That is why Zakharov have been considered responsible
actory. He e private busi _ .
cod : produced transfers ; iness activity o for all actions.
production was sol ; and didn’'t OB that
olve in Moscow shops report about it. The Th 1 probl
. | e real problem

26
(269436 he took for himself) The total sum is 595976 rubles

occupied with the »independent commerce®". It’s

activity: . Dyakov's e
¥ig2) be helped ta embezzle PaPeIFZiz;'tiL Ehe PEIVALE DnSlaess | That camp Wwas
actory. e

The real ¥ authorities sole wood to collective farms without writing reports. In
Dvak problem I the sentence it is -written that Zakharov have obtained from the
yakov and others didn’t deny th . collective farms approximately 100 thousands rubles but have taken for
prove that it wasn’t embezzl e abovesaid facts, they onl ’ himself only rather small sum - 3200 rubles. All other details of the
?igves of embezzlement. Proiaiﬁent: In the sentence therenag tried to action are still unknown. It isn’'t surprising. Nobody want’'s to know
egal economy. Y, 1t was the way of realivatjé - - how could just one person steal many vagons of wood from the protected
= on of the - camp so that nobody knew about that. All people are already accustomed

to such nonsense. And nobody remember that due to this nonsense the

The , : 9
work of the group certain person have .to sit 1n the prison for 13 years.

We have got

: the negative

i i answe . :

8 written to the Prosecute ofrihéoésgél complaints. The nextcomplaint The WoTh Ul She i )
5 n

The public j
jury have :
 been carried out. three complaints to the Prosecute of the USSR and have

Now the last complaint is
USSR

have said: "He i : :

o : e is guilty b Only one o ;s We have written

i1t is the bad law". Twoypaiiquﬁe one have not to break tiepirtlclpanFs | got standard negative answers for them.

guilty because he didn't paylééi?nts éfme twelve) decided 5; :vgn . % given *2 the advisor of the General prosscuter G shs
s and didn't pa at he is M.B.Katushev

¥ . ' 83~

>—§12 or the electrici i
- ry. :
4 - 23

ALLEERA, | 3 ary e
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- Do you want t© kmow how I lived? At first they made me to work with
heavy, big bea®s. Usually peopleybecome weak and ill in two or three
? But I am strong. I worked there for 2,5 years. Now I have
gg?ggfsbork The heaviest thing here js not the labour. It is very
difficult not tO become mad. .
- Tell me, pledSe. about that case With the apparature.. g
- I i Bogdaghov began to do this work, when I have understood tha
Wl o ]e to sing In the restaurants more. There is such period
it’s 1mP9551bf each musician. We wanteq something more as musicians...
- Ebe llfe ° ¢ were doing the Instrumeprs by ourselves. Once somebody
oo Mo ; have understood that they’re welldone. Then it’s became
oo9ed oo 21 can get money In SUCh way, There were six of us. We were
cle?; L g time - made the instrumepts, Jooked for the buyers. In
. M thuld get rather enough money. Now our country tries to do
pecse iy e C? mean to work hard and to have enough money. And we have
32;2 Eﬁligz.eafly' I don’t know was it the crime or not, but now all
; ; uch way.
flgg:twggkyég ?hink about perestroyka? .
- We are sittipd here. It means that it doesn’t exist. ‘ il
- (from the interview

ALexanpER VAsILYEVICH Novixov

the 31.10.1953 on Sakhalin,
giisiﬁim resided in Sverdlovsk, secondary
educatién Offiplglly out oﬁ job, really he
s free' nusician. Earlier have beeh
imprisoned fo¥ ©ORe year (Cpndltlcnally),
two small children. After

Married, has

releasing plays OB concerts and so on.

fThe court

. .1984 11.
gsted on the 5.10 4. On the

S:Zfebiiffggrlo years imprisonment in the camp of
Histgxé friends Were sentenced for 8 apg

the strict regime.
9 years imprisonment. All
three of them Were released in the November of 1990.

Their guilt due to the sentence:

in differ nizations by sailing of

£ 104987 rubles in ent organization:
iﬁbezzlengiso They did it themselves or hought from other persons and
tge appir b ¢pe higher price; giving of pribes to the director of the
on B bl h'cbey sole instruments; puying of the stolen from the

shep in whic
factory details:

The real problem.
Novikov denied thR€ above said facts becauyse all buyers knew that the

inst ts wer® done not -in the state factory. He said the truth to
;$Tkﬂ;§;:;;3 ge didn’t give bribes and didn‘t embezzled the state

gigiezgz'article in the newspaper "Komsomolskaya pravda®:
1

-

b
I

"All professional and not professional rock bands live in a very
strange life - between the pure art and the commerce on the broad of
the Criminal code...When they can’t buy necessary instruments in a
legal way and for the state price, they all become a bit speculators.

At the beginning of the 80th there was a well known team in
Sverdlovsk. Each person could give the necessary parameters. Then they
spoke about the price...In such way one group got the necessary
instruments, the other - necessary money. But authorities considered
such a commerce a crime and deception. It is only still not clear, who
have been deceived."

The work of the group

It was rather small in the comparison with the work of imprisoned and
those who loved their music. They have organized the movement for the
release of the Group. Finally, all of them become free. But their
rehabilitation is a very long business. i}

We have got the negative answer from the Prosecute of the USSR.
They have written that they don’t want to change their decision. After
the second complaint Prosecutor Korenevsky decided that there was no
embezzlement and it is necessary to revise the action.
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@'11361:1

Goldschtein, ths sailer,

the doctor,

the building manager,

@uikolai
-_———
@Rami: Shzpanov,

businessman,

technologist,

@Sergex Maltzsv, the forest dealer

——

@rﬁcheil Shusapanov, the worker
e

the director of

——

trademan

Igor Masmchakin, funcctionary

HD Yuri Kamazav, shipman  sport

instruccag

@@Beken Geksambajev, the director of
BERER e L
the collective tarm
. Vladimir Matjushchenko, deputy
director 7 the sugar factory
@. valery Viasov, out of job
e .
@ Anatoly Maiko, railway building
mana‘g_er
@ Anatoly Oyakov, the worker
Zakharov, the forest

. Alexander
dealer

@Alexander Hovikov, singer and worker
Alexances oy

@ Yuri Tolpegin. gecloqlat(scien:ist)
petac it i e

cat

director of the

@
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Worker
apples
58) Anatolij Avto= i
11ij tox Prisoner
NeKyAALna B Aarepe ner.
(59 Yurij Forolkov, of the

building office
"

Tne ave-|From e
\ : . . rage time|the t’a:‘t_l;_{o-“‘ffmi’an- the deputy director
‘\\ The kind of the pursued actions Accusation of priso-|whole cRetY
l ning number ﬁ‘l\/ Ivan Gogol, ths tean-leader £
‘ . . “rfdependent workers ) it
The salary for the labour of workers Thefting of 8 years 237%
higher than that of state workers the state @ W
privacy lvndeL:V;x ..var”ruca, the team-lesader of
he independent business == 2 years 15% 6 pdn ene rorxers i —
. ) 73) Andrej Chet , the ¢ ener
Using of wasted state materials for| —"— T 3% S nene. the sarnden
the independent business ) ¥ (73 Gennadij Protasov, deputy director of
Uilng of saged state materials for| —"— = M= a7 e Tactory
the independent business
Making of the state products from == 10 years &% @ vladimir Shkurenko, the worker in the
yvhe less material arbour
Thefting of the monopolized materi-| —"-— 9 years 6% GB Gennadij Petrosjan, the  deputy
als from the state {rector of the restaurant
The claims of independent owners to - o A :
each other Thefting 3 years L @w Hhe mepker
- N 3 . Naisiz jasov in
Illegal market of materials (with Bribes 10 years 3% N R i
the help of functionaries)
Prohibited market of state flats | - B 4
The distribution of the profit from| =—"= —— 5%
the independent bisiness and paiify <hE shop
for service \
The trade by the market prices —r— —n— , %
The mediliation on the market Speculation 5 years 9%
Dealing with hard currency and Contraband .
international trade 10 years 4%

f 4 % the cf the
7 )
j _ . R - N @ Zibakova, the direczcr of the
of the gas 3%y Viktor Jagkunov, the director of the \ 54 V.Sergeev, V.Samikov and other STore-house of wood

faccory A g R NG " ¢isoners., the mine WOTKers

o u g 5 @ Valerij Krasila: the tcok-xeeper
40) Gennadij Zakamennij, the businessman, s5) Jy.Zak, S5.Palij, the guard of
-— = IV L8Ry Fa RO R IE,
Factory

nousekeeper

Vladimir Bekinskij, the director of \
garages Ljudmila Voskrasenskaja, o
L e 38.) s Gorkid G P
~ ) o ~ 2 SekaTpes E: . Gorki AL wasawnuh
@ Nikola3j Lobantzev, the manager T dra.mo A AapexTep
@ Tamara Antsiforova. s
and other ————— the director of the
@. Viktor M 4 the businessman @ NaTaverkov, diregtar of the
—_— . i enture <0.) val o
) irector of the €0.) Valerij Golovin, tkhe director of the
@.Nica;la Melnik, the g venture
(@ Rafik Rystamov, the worker of
T e —
Sa)1 3 Big o S . actory
29)Leonid Shpiz Serge] Bodagovskij, the worker N '51) Rufat Mezinov, the zuildirg worker
ponsible for ¢ cel f fist A 5
E I he recelving of fish (;'O.‘Anatolij Zoga, dealer with hard /_,\
. L rrency S2.) Yurij Bushmin, the iInderendent owner
?j Valentin Akimov, functionary e
. S3) Perr Yusi GE =5
N & . L . (6‘!) Tatjana Gutzova, the cashier of the J Petr Yudia, out of Zob
7) Stanislav Volkov, functionary taciaty e
B ek Mo s actory
Rustam Saburov, the trademan
Abujazit r
buja — CLJE“OV' the worker Arsen Sarkisyaa. the independent
T the preparing of fruits Stner (EBR the directzr of the
" - - rep
= ) @Nll—:olai Leus, the worker responsible
Sremejev, “Leonid Litvi F : - +. (ss is G e
(G5 Evgenia Tarmovskaja, the bock-keeper = tvin, for the receiving of vegetables - 9’50 Boris Gontarenko, the director of the
5 shop
= @ anacoss
the 'Bosk-keeper 50} Amsnsas I S —— Anatolij Mel the depucty Pl
\‘\ - o & g pov, the trade manager director of the sto S7) Igor Izctenok,
the driver . 3!/ Saksilak Tcganbaev, the manager Alexander C the independent ¥ [ 0N 3L M' the
) o N\ .+ builder //‘n ‘?ﬁb\ TN
ector of ~ 152, valenti the trade expert !‘:" y & Alexander Glushkov, the 1ndependent
he collect p? . B s &l OwLET — e
} he engineer V] -« a*

the man

an, 7
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falsificated by Magadan prosecute with the help of the
director of the Institute of Gold Yemelyanov who didn’t want to hear the
criticism. I am 53, In 1983 I -have become the doctor of geological
sciences. I have discovered the gold deposit, have written more than 80
scientific works and have made 6 inventions. Economic usage from my
work in the period from 1981 ti1]1 1983 was 2.8 mln rubles.

I am working as a geologist for more than 30 years.-I was fighting
with different violation in the institute. That is why . the director made
a usual thing - he made a number of anonymous letters. A3 the result I
was accused In the wrong distribution of salaries. All my arguments were
left without attention, I even couldn’t have a defense. I was in the
prison during 2 years and 4 months. Then I‘ve lost my favorite Jjob and
now I have to go all over the country trying to find a job. I know that
I am not guilty but 1t is really impossible to prove it. I beg you to

help me to rehabilitate myself."

My action 1s

(from the letter to M.Gorbachov, 1988)

I ask you to tell me ahout results of revising
to believe that people’s deputy are also
I also would like to tell you that new
men and economical freedoms”®
against evil -'made in our

"

" Dear people’s deputy!
of my action. I don’t want
indifferent to people’s problems.
society "For defense of convinced business
has appeared. Now we will fight together
country by CPSU and it‘s "best" representatives.

(from the letter

Yuril GricorYEVICH TOLPEGIN

to V.Yudin, 20.08.1990)

in Kazan, Russian, was living in
Magadan, higher education, doctor of geological sciences,
was the director of the department in the Institute of
Gold and Seldom Metals, married, has one child. Now he 1is s
living in HMoscow, the deputy director of the firm
"Yaspis", member of our society.
: T he court
tlas arrested on 17.01.1984, was sentenced on the 12.03 4 for 6 years
of especially severe prisoning with confiscation, of the property. The

complaints were left without attention.

His guilt due to the sentence: ;
Working as the director of the department he made additions to the salary

for people who had not to get it. Then the part of these money he took
for'himself: 2790 rubles he took for himself and 1170 - for other people.

The real problem.
As for our opinion, he didn't stea

Was born on

1 these money from the “State. It was

the increasing of the salary for thoase who worked better than others. The
"" results of his work were excellent. It is impossible to make conclusions
about thefting from the State without regard tQ the results of the work.
The work of the Group.
On the. the compTETﬁf_GEE_EEEE_EE_EEF Prosecute of the USSR.
The negative answer is already received. The next complaint will be sent
to the Gencral Frosecutor of the USSR. -
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I:-?-?J-E-P--T_F_?_RO ROVICH SHUPIGEL
Was born on the 8.05 195-;"' ______________________
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‘How MANY PRISONED BUSINESSMEN, MANAGERS

'TRADEMEN ARE THERE IN THE USSR :7
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The total number of prisoned is the number of convinced persons [4(83)]
plus the average number of prisoned four last years multlplled by T - the
average duration of the prisoning (if ti is less then 4 years). In the other
case T is taken equal to 4 and the third item 1is added. It equals to
the "average number of prisoned from eight till four years before
multiplied (T-4).

3(89)=[4(80) + 4(86)1/2 x [T-4] + [H(86) + y(9)Iy2 x [41 + [M(89)1, T>4
3(89)=M(86) + 4(89)1/2 X [T] + [H(89)], T<4
It is equivalent to the following expression:

3/K (1989) = 4 (BOX[(T/2)-2] + Y B6)x /2y + 4@9x3 =A+B + C

e pum-|4(80)[4(86)[4(89)| T |T/2 |T/2-2| A B c The |
1885 sum |
1Eret |

1 P4 3 4 ) [ Vi 8 9 10 11
88, p. 1 614 400 257 |5,5 |2,75| 0,75 460 1100 147 1707
p-2 75| 117 3 10 |5 3 225 551 9 787
All together due to the 88th article (for currency) 2492
a2, p- 1 1602| 911 140 2.511,25 = a 1139 420 1559
p-2 4516|3322 357 4 2 6] o 6644 471 7115
.3 3490|4486 648 |10,5|5,25| 3,25(1134223515 1944 |36801
93—?. 2294|3854 | 1074 |11,5|5,75| 3,75| 860222161 3222 |3388%
All together due to the 92th and 93-1th (for theft) 79460
152-1 44 40 A 2 1 = g 40 21 61
153, p- | 3 10 15 3 15 = 8} 15 45 60
p-2 3 10 15 2 1 - | 8} 10 45 55
All together due to the 152-1th and 153rd (for the independent|: 176
enterprise, free commerce, distortion of reports) i
154, p. 1 2512|2706 89 2 1 8] 2706 267 2973;
‘ p-2 2822|2712 312 5 2,5 ,5 1411 6780 936 91271
. 3 - 2064 380 7,513.75{1,75 8} 7740 1140 8880 |
156—§ ~ 21 2 55(2,75(0,75 a 58 v 6 64!
All together due to thelS54th and 156-3rd (speculation) 21044 |
173,4.1 |320(?)533(?)509(?) 5,5|2.75|0,75 240 1466 150 1856
4.2 BéO 53§ SOé 10 |5 3 960| 2665 150 37751
4.3 92311156 134 {11,5]|5.75(3,75 3461 | 6647 402 110510
174. 846 1307 136 8 4 2 1692 5228 408 7328‘
All together due to the 173rd and 74th (for bribes) 234695
ALL TOGETHER = 126577 |

L 4

The result is that 126,5 thousands of businessmen and trademen are prisoned

in the country which is for already 5 years going to carry out the total

econcmic reform. It can shock everyone and the first desire 1is to find

mistakes.

There are two main objections:

1) nothing is said about. amnysties and earlier releasing to "chemistry"

2) among calculated persons there are correctly prisoned ones.

To manage the first objection we can include these two kinds of people to

the conception of "prisoned". Really, these persons are not free - they

just have not so rigorous conditions. It is also necessary to say that
, after releasing they can’t work due to their profession, live in big towns.

Also they have to pay great money almost till the end of their lifes. That

132’ is why the number 127 thousands is even much less then the rael one.

Let us discuss the dynamics. At first, the number of prisoning i

surprisingly high. It is also necessary to take into account, that ther

are many articles for businessmen except above said ones. - It means the
there are hundreds of thousands of prisoners every year.- Each of the:
problems is to be revised carefully for restoring of the justice.

We have some hope for the good changes of the situation because during
the last 10 years the number of such prisoners reduces. But 1in 1986 it
didn‘t mean the reduction of the total number of prisoners. At the
beginning of the perestrojka prisons were too full. Anyway, today situation
changes nevertheless the laws are still very rigorous to businessmen. The
number of convicted has become 2 times less, and the number of prisoned
became 6 times less. It means that economy releases step by step, but those
who where prisoned earlier are still prisoned. !

The general structure of the economical repression is given in the list 2.

CT.¥K & vv. 1980 . ' 1986 1989
con- pri~ con- pri- con- pri-
victed| soned victed|soned victed| soned
88 *For currencv" ere 955 614 854 400 257 439

92,93-1 "For lembevzlement 35119 11802 53251 12573 15197 2219-
154, 156-3 "For specuraciou- 12836 5334 28480 4501 11889 850

170,173, 174 "For bribes " 7060 2089 10453 2996 292 320
152, 153, 162 "For commerce" 1047 50 1231 40 155 37
"For currency" 1,7 3,1 g, 9 2,0 0,8 1,4
"For embezzlement 61,5 89,5 56,5 61,2 51,0 63,9
"For specutation - - 22,5 26,7 30,2 22,0 40,0 24,5
"For bribes " 12,3 10, 5 11,1 14,86 7.7 8,2
"For commerce" 2,0 0,2 ;3 g, 2 0,5 1,0
All together: . % 100 . 100 100 100 100 100
L G £ ) )
Statistics, as for our opinion, shows that the majority of enterprices
were convinced in the thefts, majority of trademen - .in _speculation,
majority of mediators - in speculation. They makes '98%. - For other

above said articles of the criminal code about 2% is left. But exactly they
are to be broken by the Ministry of justice. One can see that it «can’t
solve the problem. ' :

2. The appropriate calculation of the number of convicted businessmen

Using the data from the list 1"we’ll try to calculate how many
businessmen has to be today in prisoning. We have to make the following
simplifying for performing of such a rough calculation:

-- the dynamics of the number of prisoned due to above said articles of the
criminal code in the intermediate years is appropriated by the values in
1380, 1986, 1989 years.

-— the average duration of the prisoning is calculated by the each part of
the criminal code as the average of the lowest and highest durations. If
the lowest duration is not given we take it equal to 1 year.

- the average duration of the investigation is taken equal to 1 year
because it is usually very long for complex business problem (till 1,5
years).

- the number of convinced persons in 1989 is taken equal to the number of
prisoned; it makes the value lower, because the first value is, obviously,
more then the last. “ —33_,
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"bribes" and "speculation". Refusal to discharge
give rise to disappointment among active people
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Criminal Code

Criminal Code chapters
must reflect the hierarchy of defended by the law values, it’'s
necessary to exclude a lot of *"Stalin‘s" and "Khrushchov’s"
chapters [charter 2] "Crimes against the state property"”,
entrusting charter 5 ( now "Crimes against personal Property ) with
socialist property defense. Chapter 5 stays after chapter "Crimes
against life, health, freedom and dignity of a person" which
defense values of high order.

transformed in according

different kinds of property,
about punishments for real em
but not for honest businessmen.

with the

(:) Punishments for crimes against the life
" must be more strict, than those for crimes ag
why the death penalty must be excluded from the list
eéxcept, may be, only those for Crimes against life.
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principle of

5 must be

equality of

and personal ’
ainst property. That's

of

and must be supplemented with articles
bezzlers of state and private property

—————

freedom-

penalties
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3.It’'s necessary to recomnstruct chapter 6 of C.C. "Economic crimes"”

taking into account irrelevance nature of state regulation with the .-

help of criminal penalties. "Instcad of interdictions on free
economic activities these articles, from our point of view, must
defense economic freedoms and personal rights, nature and national
wealth. As a whole, the exception and disbandment of chapter 2 and
6 of C.C. will be the main step to the real emancipation of the
independent business and trade for transformation our economy into
free market. )

4.1t seems to us, that for appearance of the free market trade it’'s
necessary to abolish the article about speculation in it’s present
wording. At the same time for transitional period, when hard
currency and market: competition are absent, it’'s necessary to

create conditions for life of old people, jnvalids etc. and to have

in C.C. strict sanctions for breaking of rules of this system.

5.Taking into account that in totalitarian economy illegal
commercial mediation was qualified as "machinations”, "bribes® and
malfeasance, it's mnecessary to change the determination of
conception of vfunctionary"* (annotation of clause 170 of c.C.) The
determination must include only "people, which fulfill the duties
of representative of power". The determination have not to include
businessmen. At the same time penalty for this kind of crimes must
be decreased to 5 years imprisonment.

6.Real market 1is impossible without real money, without hard
currency. That’s why it’s necessary to exclude the clause about
"Breaking of the currency operation rules" from the C.C. :

7.It's necessary to include into the C.C. articles about defense of
businessmen’s, financier'’s, dealer's competition from private _and
state violence, racketeers and officials, from frauds -and
“compulsory monopolistic agreements.

. g.In connection with transition to free market, it's  necessary . to
declare liberation from penalty people convinced with clauses which
were excluded from the C.C., with the exception of people, whose
crimes fall down under the action of new clauses. But penalty for
crimes against property must be mitigated too.

9.Rehabilitated businegsmen executives must be called victims of
economic repressions. That'’s why they may enjoy all the rights and
help, which enjoy other kinds of guiltiness convicted people.

10.It seems to US important to find the name of the document, clear

for people. Tor evample: "About the order of liberation from
criminal amenability and rehabilitation of independent
businessmen"

11.The Preamble of the document must be a declaration of final
State refusal from violence in economic realm, of necessity to
redeem it’s guilt to jost and crushed pourgeoisie, of eternal
guarantees to observe all economic freedoms and rights of citizens,
of state refusal from "bread - winner and tutor of its own people”
role and of bringing to minimum state interference to economy.
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SOCIETY ’
FOR THE DEFENCE OF COUVICTED BUSINESSMEN & ECONOMIC FREEDOMS
e - e e o - e s e
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"TUE VOICE OF VICTIMS OF ECONCMICAL REPRESSIONS NS
Repressions of the 30th are often compared with lawlessness of the
70th. I am cone of the victims of the last one. It is very hard to
serve my sentence when I am sure that I was working honestly and
wasn’'t breaking the law.

During working as an engineer I dealed with marketing and was
awarded a premium for a good work for many times. I have been for
several times elected to the board of the directors of the
trade-union. I was the deputy director of the Society of Inventors,
the people’s deputy of the district. But now I am the next victim of
the investigator Bogomolov who had been compromised in the Prosecute
but have been saved by very well-connected relatives. After I'd
refused to "help to the investigation", he have threaten me: " There
are enough dregs in your factory. If you not slander them, they will
slander you. You will regret about it!". When I was crying that I will
make complaints he answered we with a smile: n It will be impossible -
you will be shot". Really, during the court he demanded the death
penalty for me but thieves who "helped to the investigation” and
slandered everybody were imprisoned for only 8 years. My advocate
tried to help me, but he could do nothing with such well-connected
people as investigator Bogomolov, judge Adimbekov and their
relatives..."

(from the letter to the "Memorial" to A.D.Sakharov)

Help me! My complaints are going to the chasm. One jurist have
explained me that nobody wants to put his signature under the sentence

. "You are impriscned correctly”. That is why I have a hope for some

changes.

(from the letter to the Group)
Ran1z Ssrar OGLY SHABANOV
S

He was born on 1949 in Baku, Azerbaidgan.
The address of the family: R
' Secondary
technical education, Wwas working as the
engineer-technologist in the factory, member
of the CPSU, now is imprisoned. His address
is: .
The court
He have been arrested on the 9.10.1985. On
the 31.07.1987 have been sentenced for 15
years of imprisonment with the confiscation
of the property.

His guilt due to the sentence:

extremel large embezzlement of the state property (for 698615
rubles). Shabanov produced small carpets from the state materials and
then sold them without writing of the report. The part of money
obtainsd in such way Shabanov and his companions took for themselves,
and the rest they used for their criminal activity and giving of

bribes.
| 37—




The real problem:

From the 70th the illegal workshops have existed in that factory. The
complex system of "state taues" have been established. In periods of
changing in the government of the Azerbaidgan the attempts were made
to break this system. The repressions against the workers of those
workshops were also used. The period from 1983 till 1984 was one of
such periods. Five companions were arrested: R.Shabanov, M.Shabanov,
A.Rzajev, S.Arzumanov and D.Safarov and also three workers: Alieva,
Kochetkova, Gurbanov.

The accusation included only the period from 1983 till 1985 (the
activity of the "firm" have began much earlier). The capital of the
firm equaled 100 000 rubles. The profit (approximately 100% yearly)
was divided between companions, but till the 80% have been spent for
different "taxes" to authorities. For example: 4 000 rubles were paid
to police monthly, 2 000 rubles were paid to the director of the
factory, 50 rubles were paid to the chairman of the trade union and so
on. All that was later considered bribes. The talented rationalization
and carefully performed machines made possible the production of goods
independently from the state. These goods have been done from the less
material than it considered necessary but they had even better quality
than that of the state.

This system was Vvery useful for demanders, suppliers, state and
workers. It is necessary to analyze carefully it's work.

The above said embezzlements after detailed investigation were not
found in the factory. All evidences have peen falsificated because of
the pressing of the investigators. Shabanov didn’t take part in the
criminal activity. There are no obvious proves of his guilt. The
action is to be revised. Shabanov didn‘t recognize his guiltiness.

The worx of the Group:

e
The letter from Shabanov has been given to the Group in the November
of 1989. In the January the public jury has been carried out. The
majority of the participants (10 from 14) have decided that he is not
guilty. He was useful for our society. Even those four participants
who decided that he has some guilty told that had only deceived buyers
and ‘gave bribes instead of taxes (it 1s necessary to note, that in
that time it was impossible to pay legal taxes for such business).

In April of 1390 the newspaper "Commersant" published the information
about our work connected with Shabanov'’s action. In May the Group have
told about Shabanov’s action to the Department of the Right of a
Person of the Supreme Soviet of “the USSR. After that the positive
article about Shabanov have Dbeen published in the newspaper
"Izvestiya".

All answers of the prosecute for our complaints were negative. But the
deputy director Korenevsky told us that Shabanov’'s action 1is now
studied and discussed. In November of 1990 the next complaint have
becn sent to the new prosecutor of the Azerbaidgan I.Gaibov.

3¢
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form a jury from 12 persons. The tounsel for the defence may slilsiiascaal 2 ) ,

You see, the problem of fair trial by jury has been raised
raject 3 of them without cause. ) s
by progressive lawyers from the very beginning of "reconstruction”.

£
I - =

o
This problem was forbidden before "reconstruction”

in general,

) The Jury is taking its place

7
though such form of trial has been known frcam
Wi - ¢ /

Il This is the first point.And the second is the well known fact which
|

Announcear

~
| _— —~ =

/
the thirteenth century.

‘ 24 1 £ ions is now officially rzacognized * there are ma%y seric trial i

‘ Whil h jur i rmi t me give you some explanations. g
i while the jury is forming le

! re r é’ f 1 b y i Drg;nivcﬁ takes in cases of business managers. In all these cases we can

c i h ir tria y jury which zed ‘

{1 Yes, we are eally attending the ai h h ) . |
| ,4 £ h h f th titute the Stat ng see the contradiction between formal methods of lawyers using o{d
‘1 /b’ /‘1 =] e Institute of e State a ’ £ & i met y

{ by DSBMEL in the assembiy hal t £ f

the Law. But still it is not a real trial by jury — it is a public
/

Soviet trial law and real life.

The trial b jury permits us to make a —D5Qd ti b e
i i ti ticipation by professional lawyers, a sort el Y Uy per S NS ke an acc ation between
I trial with active participa : , 2 . /
! ; ealli d law.A i - L
| i = f Decisions of this trial have only (as pointed cut r:ﬂjxty an w.At the same time anybody can thzorstically
| of business game. Decisi / . )
i : . i 3 - ignificance argue that cur people are not ready to judge business cases this
i in the bulletin of DSEMEL) recommending and moral signi ce. ‘ )
| / l1b t to the USSR Way because of the professional incompetence.In contrast murder
“or 3 ial wil en (@) 2 uUss

The shorthand record of the trial wil e s )

| . the t /th in this case cases can be judged by a jury because of their origin from
? i s i f the tru in
Frocurator’s affice for the maintenance o

’ 5 5 o 1 c
4 . ; " 1 everyday lifa.
i and correcting injustice in the order of the law.

I ang lawyers Igor Leonidovich Petrukhin and Tamara Geor-—

7/

| F . gievna Marshakova want to say that the trial by jury is suitable
| . ' In the break of the i L,

i for business manager cases. Moreover it is preferable because of
| 7 X : - s
i I trial correspondent speaks . s / _ o i

i the necessity to save such workers in conditions of cur country.
| . 5 C t DSBMEL
I with cheefs of the 5
‘ [\ It is a pity that this innovation can bs removad at any time
‘ . . - /A . / 3 4
' . oy public opinion and especially by cld-fashioned state structures.
f Correspondent I _ e
| R - — / . . As we can =ee from our experience, different decrees and
| s 4 g v AU is i arried out here.It is clear

Today the trial by jury is being carrie s A L - ~ ;
3 & gk {1t n i1l {Et be followed by crders create hostages in political strugle from defendants in such
| ; - rdi not guilty 4 ! ?
in general that the verdic
T Wy & PSR S SN = = < 1 - 1 = - &
; 3 - cases. [laybe they need additional guarantees.
Y , / ETTE N U 7 Is it a game 7 Is it <« St e
* release of the defendant. What is happaning 7 Is 1 g j P
-
i

4 ; < =ad 1ife7 of the most
| performance 7 What is the significance of it for us &and our i : %//
|
il

.
He right of appeal to trial by jury is

v
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Ve

i~
important legal guarantees for persons accused of business crimes.

V.V.Sokirko
SRR e

I take it as a public trial. Such e

1 «perience is most signi-—
pt to investigate some business cases not

/
by lawyers but by ordinary people,

ficant, as the attém

7
in spite of the result of the trial

/ /
and its influence on the final santence.

e
As to the real people they want such trials and ask us

’ P

to organize them. In their letters they show human interest in
>4

the problem irr

espective to the final result of each trial

/

A . ’ o .
- imprisonment or release of defendants.

Correspondant i

5o is it enough for you 2 You do not want some imrovement 7

V.V.Sokirko *

| We have one example
e

al by jury Bherman case

ya
Without any doubt we want improvement

z
when the shorthand transcript of the tri

/
was refered to the procurator’s office. The assistent of the

general orosecuterf after investigating the documents said that

thay are convincing.
' L/
I+ is very positive that we find common understanding with
/s / :
some workers of the state procurator’s office. They brought appeals
7 o7
in behalf of business managers sut in vain. The Flenum of the Supremne
7/

& -
Court of Justice has declinaed many of then for political reasons.

_L,Qv

\

( @re taking on oath :

~

This is unfortunately a step back !

[ /noise/

/conversation/
session of the court
the trial by jury |
the judge is reading

the text of the ocath @

I sh .
all use all the strength of my mind for careful i

. Ve
of all circumstances for the defendant and agai/

my voi i
Y ce firmly in accordance with the investigation
A . ?

s “ )
the guilty and not to blé%e the innocent

.
7

/pause/

members of jury

~ Tkachenki. I swear.

- Bikova. I swear.

— Poltoratsky. I swear.

- Soloviova. I swear.

- Sulimov. I swear.

- Artiukhov. I swear.

- Bashtaiev. I swear by Allakh.
- Tolkunov. I swear.

So,members of the jury have taken on Dgth and w
5 e

nvestigat.
nst him. I shall giv

£ «
not to acquit

7

N can begin

the trial .

“9’:2-,-'



The prosecutor’s speech

/is beginnig.
—
Prosecutor @

in the haberdasher’s factory a large organized group of

/ /
plunderers of government property operated .

Jﬁstairs.ConvDy leads
\ the defendants down and

(‘Bpstairs

ﬁﬂnouncgz/:

The case of Shabanov, Ramis Safar Déli, will get a fair trial
by jury. On july 31, 1987, the Baku City Court of Justice sentenced
Shab;;ov to lé’years of imprisonéént with chf}station of his prdgerty.
Now Ramis Shabanov servejin the Reformatory Labgur Colony (RLC) of in{en—

sified regime. The essence of his guilt according the sentégce ig 1t
the pluné;ring of state prop;rty of particularly la;;e size by
'unaccéunted production of bath carpets in the Baku haberdasher’s fac—
tory. Shabanov and his companions took ﬁggt of the prgfit and the rest
they used for bribery. It seé;s at first sight to be such a :1;;r case.
In the same time DSBMBL finds out that additional production

was achieved as a result of talented rationalization and careful
regulation of the equipment. This good guality production is in

great demand and that is why it has been hitted from the state and
then solved with great success, in spite of a lack of raw material
in it.

As you can see the case is very complicated to understand.

- Ahlb-

szurther conversation

5

/ in the recess of the trial

N

/noisa/

D

/movement, steps/

Sokirko @

Now w=2 have the list of 80 names of persons which we call
"victims of economic repressions'. Here they are. .
According to our considerations and to the Ministry of

Justice statistics the guantity of those sentenced in prisons is near

120 thousands.

Correspondent @

Economic cases 7?7

§9kirko :
Yas, economic.Exactly those which we investigate. And in
every case we have drawn the conclusion, also by means of
trial by jury, that people were either not guilty or only partially
guilti, and the punishments were too hard. At least they must be releas
Basically we came to this opinion in all such cases. As far
as we consider the situation theoretically we come to the requir-

&
ment for free pardon to business managers.

) -45=.



While working we decidad that our attitude towards this contingent
of current Soviet prisoners must be justificatory. Urgent cardi-

nal measures must be necessary in order to save our whpole society.

In the "500 days" program such good and radical actions had

been announced, but this Program was abolished. As 4 consequence

tens of thousands of People, businessmen and business managers are

still in prison.

Correspondent :

What about the second part of the name of your Society :

economic liberties. How do you evaluate the situation ? Does

anything change ? Evaluate , pPlease, the general situation.

Sokirko @
The picture is sad. Economic liberty is diminishing.

It is obvious when you look at the contingent of defendants

and at the statistics,

Correspondent:

And what about the announced market ?

Sokirko :

PSR- o

The announced market is only announced..

‘LIG‘

The only way tg build a market ECoOnomy is tp help enta-
rprising people Produce, buy angd sell goods which are in demand.

1t is Simply unimportant whether they come from the black market ogp

uy

not. ociety must SUpport them at the firgt stage, not repress

tham. Such reprression destiroys relations between "firms" ang

weaken an interest in Producing goods. Instead they beqgin to focus

Gn monay becausa it is mare Profitable in the

situation of increasing inflation and ”anything goes". They carry out
Swindlas with state plan orders, produce nothing useful, and make

a lot of monay .,

It is clear that we see the dastruction of those embryonic market
stiructurs which have been attacked in shadow gconomics. Instead of
SUpporting them and regulating thej- growth, the Sovenment trieg to
rula then by repressive mesures on the basis of obsolete laws, pu-—

Nishments ang confiscations, Withought money and freedom the ente-

[H]

rprising People cannot make a PIrogresg towards a market 2conomy.

[le}

The State |Ccepts "gparketn laws not having np financial or
executivae basis.Such laws become a fraud.

[l announced market laws will be false, since money and People
are not released,

Now we have a Very impressive fact in the last statistical data
on plunder and speculatioﬁ crimes. In the last two years 1989 =1990;
imprisonment for Spaculation showed 47% growth and for plundering =

47

0% more. Repressicn becomes more strict,

/Noise/



{
)

; /conversation/

R /noise/
T - ' g
The speech of lawyer . Sockolsky @
Lawyer @ N L e
Lawyer Now there are many new forms of economic crimes which appear
Has the haberdasher®s factory procduction group caused mate- in the process of : 4
S process of privatization and marketin i
Iy ‘8ting.These crimes stay
rial damage to the state? Mo, I confirm. Why? The planned production beyond of the attention of juzti
th tent f justice organs.
have bes been achieved. Income from comdletion of production has The lack of laws about dish t
2 lack f 1 isnonest competition results in
come to the state treasury in the planned amount. In this sense ugls “ivatizati i
gly pirivatization which becomes genuine i
t I swingle and plunder.
the state has not been damaged. l
V TR . At first they create government property by administrative ope-
One unusial fact is particular to this plundering case. The ~ations (ne i
i ons (naturally the administration has i
priority) then they con-
factory has not presented any civil action for compensaticon due to vert it i i
: into cooperative or sharehclder ¥
orms, and then into
the damage from the sentenced persons which produced the illegal private forms. Priorities h
ms. 5 are however saved.
prodiction. : il ' ‘
At the same moment justice organs and the government fight with
I ask you to pay attention to this fact.What kind of acti- speculators and others in order to control the distributi T
ribution. This
vity was it ? s ; '
y 1s not the main problem. It is not enaugh for report. They have
» - 54 - $ = 3 = 1
Useful or not was it ? Did they add goods in demand more searious task: to modify the code of laws and to find realtl
eally
in our susr emsty covsumer serket or et ¥ dangerocus criminals
Can we decide, which iz also important, that while they
- i =z i
addad they also deceived consumers - They wish to establish their monopoly by violence; not only by
I think not . When a consumer buys something he or she alone violanc
ience, with the help of state structu
res.
decides wether this thing is suitable for this price or not. It
is the consumer®s right. A /spaak together/
S g
If we speak about free prices it is especially clear.
Summarizing. During the whole iguiry process Setedrim 2
Ramis Shabanov denied his guilt in plundering and giving bribes. L owant &
+ want to add one more thing Last i
- vyear in Bonn
I consider that Ramis Shabanov®s guilt is net confirmed by the the Helsinki conference devoted toc the second
= t nd, economic

evidence. —~4$7"
-4/8 -
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On its basis we prepared the address to

is exists now here.

The public center to assist the humanisation of the

‘heads of govenmenfs and to the public cpinion all over the world.

Le 5 SR

penitential system

which is taken into

Only with support of public cpinion,

here)we shall be able to correct our system of justice.
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