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On the Amnesty Bill
Special Report for IBHR by Viktor Sokirlo, head of the
Socicety for Convicted Businessmen and Economic Freedom

On May 15, the Russian Parliament voted against granting |

amnesty to some 400,000 persons serving sentences, or under-
going non-prison punishments, in the Russian Federation.

Russian Procurator General Stepankov said that there are |

currently 600,000 inmates in Russia’s prisons, and another
300,000 persons serving their sentences outside of such institu-
tions. Viktor Sokirko, a human rights activist who works on
behalf of "economic dissidents," reports on the circumstances
surrounding the rejection of the amnesty bill.

The Russian Parliament began hearings on May 13 onadraft
law granting amnesty to persons currently serving sentences
in the Russian Federation, many of them so-called "economic
criminals." Hundreds of thousands of individuals convicted

* under the communist regime have eagerly awaited such a
move for a long time.

The first time that sucha law was proposed was in the autumn
of 1990, in accordance with the "500 Days" economic
program. Expectations were raised after the election of Boris
Yeltsin to the presidency the following summer as well, as
people thought back to the Russian tradition of amnesties
granted by rulers upon first coming to power.

TRt

(£) onmy ming

~ A M.ROSENTHAL

In October of 1991, under the initiative of the Society of
Convicted Businessmen and Economic Freedom, the Human
Rights Committee of the Russian Parliament smrt@ prepara-
tion of the amnesty law. After long negotiations, the cases of |
businessmen convicted of so-called "hard" crimes were ex-
cluded from consideration for amnesty. Only those persons
serving sentences under thres years were qualified. A df'a.ﬂ Qf
this limited scope was scheduled for parliamentary hearings in

| March of this year, but was postponed until this month.

Vew York Times, 6/16
lew xo =

oSG G o
OnMay 13, the draft of the amnesty law was presented by M.
.\Ijtvu‘e\:ov, the chairman of the Legislation Cormnimittee of the
Pariiamc‘nt. The lawwas sponsored by M. Molostov, fromthe |
Human Rights Committee. Its strongest opponent was the |
well-known communist deputy V. Isakov, who said that the
Russian people would damn the parliament for allowi.ng
"thousands of beasts” to go free. V. Stepankov, the Russian
Procurator General, spoke last in the debate. He reiterated his
personal opposition to the bill, but at the same nme saiii tlhs.t
some form of amnesty was necessary because of insufficient
economic resources to sustain such a large prison population.

After Stepankov's speech, Parliamentary Chairman Rusl?u
Khasbulatov ended debate and called for a vote by the
deputies. The bill was rejected by the parlim'.n«:fn and scnt‘bac.k
1o the committees for "reconsideration.” It is likely that it will
be heard once again in a few weeks, but in an even more
sharply circumscribed form. Thosce comr'ivctcdl of ceonomic
crimes can expect little benefit—the m:xjnntjv of the Russian
parliament remains very conservative on this matter, -

k\z/\/\/b./\,/ B e e e
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Congress,
Yeltsin and
Prisoners

Doris Yeltsin and the American
Congress have an opportunicy, imme-
diate and glorious, to turn his visit 1o
the United States into a richness far
beyond ceremony and speeches,

They have the opportunity to help
the heross of the Soviet antj-Commu-
nist revolution, the men and women
who endured years of imprisoament
for Russia’s {reedom and 30 made
this visit possible. Thousands of them,
and their children, are now adrift, or
ngreat want.

wrote the truth abowtl the vast politie
cal penitentiary that was the Soviet
Union. Thus they prepared the way
for the Yeitsing and the

Last year, legistation was passed in
Moscow to glve them a bit of assist
ance. But in Russia there 15 neither
the money nor the organization 1o
carry through.

In the West, the Internationa) Res:
cue Commiitee helps wWihth medicine
and supplies. J1 hes raised §74,000 for
the former prisongérs,

s ¥ e
Gortachevs

Vel
e

Mr, Gorbachev is asking for mil
lions for his own foundation. Wouldn't
it be lovely if Americans thinking of
contributing to this personal come
back fund would instead send the
checks to the LR.C.: 358 Park Avenue
South; New York, N.Y. 10076.

7 Now, the opportunity for Congres
and Mr. Yelisin, To s:ary, Congres
¢an ask him about the 127,000 “‘eco-
nomic' prisoncrs arrested during the
Gorbachev and Yelein eras, under
Soviet anti-capitahizt laws. Most of
the offenses  of entrepreneurship
would not be crimas st alin the free
marvet economy that Is supposed 1o
be Russia's goal.

© There is (alk of amnesty. When,
please?

And then, Congress can legjslate
that a tiny portion of the funds that
will eventually go (0 neip Russta be
used fur poliical prisosers livine in

oo

e o
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. bribes
v cells and are never-offered fair competition.

COMPATRIOTS !

Back in August 1991, You came to the "White House" wherea the
Rus=zian Supreme Soviet was sitting to defend the freedom of expre
and conscience from the partocrats that attempted a coup. Those days

. spelled the death sentence for the regime of political repression. A

Today, we urge You to come to the Russian FParliament to protect
the freedom of action and market from the retrenched nomenclatura that
have changed their protective colors. -In word, they swear allegiance

© to democracy and private entrepreneurship while, in desed,
ferociously resist the release of market-minded people fro
camps and brand them as thieves, bribe—takers and
" People from nomenclatura have passed a host of
freedom of. business only for themselves and those
and submit to racket. Those who resist are

they

m gloomy
profiteesrs.

laws but allow

who agree to give
put in shackles and

For the second year running, deputies have been ignoring our
demands for the fulfilment of the 500-day program provisions by which
businessmen were to be released from prisons. Deep in dogma and self-
sesking, these deputies impede economic freedom and competition, nip :
in the bud the growing market and lead the people to inaction and
poverty. Money is printed for henchmen while the rest o

; f the people
are faced with

rising prices that make their lives impossible. The

«.minute a person attempts making money on his own, or using wasted raw

materials, or credits, or starts a business relationship to produce
lacking goods, the authorities chase him like a wild dog, use racket,
oppressive t s, police threats, arrests, horrible priscons and camps.

We are not spreading rumors, we know it from our own bitter .
experience. Our relatives, friends and defendants continue in
preliminary detention, investigation cells and penitentiary
institutions. How long are we to stay in the hands of Brezhnevite
lawyers and Andropov-style investigators?

HOW LONG WILL THIS BE GOING ON?

We urge you to join us in our march to the Russian’ Supreme Soviet

ron January 12 and demand from the session participants:

to grant immediate amnesty and rehabilitate all the imprisoned

- market-makers;

to abolish penalties for the breach of socialist property
monopoly; to abolish the practice by which business relationships are
described as "bribe-taking,” "speculation,” illegal foreign—currency
transactions, illegal trade, etc.;

— to abolish the socialist property police and other bodies of
economic repression;

= to ban pre-trial arrests of businessmen and release people
detained (preliminary detention cells and investigation institutions

‘should be put under open control by relatives, the public and press);

— & more active work in the President-controlled Appeals Board;
~ to establish a parliamentary commission for the rehabilitation
of convicted businessmen and their release from cam S3

. — to.release from prisons all those who are not dangerous for
society and reform the penitentiary system.

iny labour, including in penitentiary institutions must be free!

~3—



Do not
unable to

f: the current R i

A = e ssia s [

and clothe the peopl t Russian leaders are not S
trne the people. They are uncapab i

of giving us

hard money or instit 1 = i
ke indgxatlén_ uting a reascnable system of pension and
WE SHOULD SECURE OQUR SURVIVAL OURSELVES!
We must locok for hard
S 5 ook i} E currency and busines ations
Rl , A usiness relationship a
rtlﬁo ‘Ee? SUF children and elders ourselves. Th;tégvcht} P
Jtpgﬂg?gﬁlrs from authorities is to PEQTRQI& REFRE J;GI b
EASONABLE TAXATION, AND STOF THEIR NTERFERENGE 1 14
e b SUHVIvAL_H STOF THEIR INTERFERENCE IN QUR EFFORTS
o s £ T
L 2 Duuhﬁ LPAPN_ SDCOU Fw I'T"H 0y Y.ou.\!
R ESSURE, STOF MEDD i
TH O-U"R W R K OR L'EAVE J L W i
g?m?atr ‘give us your support!
Come to us at the White House at 9.00 a.m. on

January 13,
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The mmittee of Wives and Mothers of

Imprisoned Businessmen.

e o A
e Economic Freedoms Farty

ocisty for the Defense of Convi
|

and Economic Freedoms

cven when the laws change, the
changes sometimes take a long time
to reach the prisoners involved. In
December, “the Russian parliament
bolished the death sentence for for-
sh~curtency” Bpeculaticd end -
be;zlemem and lifted sanctions
iagainst private enterprise. But many
o{ the 30,000 people convicted of
breakmg commercial laws are still

st
.. i‘l

Hare trying to have these cases re:
Syiewed. '
Victor Sokirko, chairman of a
7 group that calls itself the Society for
\uthe Protection of Those Conyicted of
A5 Economic Crime, said that as -laws
:-a are erased from the books inRussia,
dliait is up to the accused or their Jaw-
S yers to ask for a review of their
o cases. Sokirko's group has beenre
é{"% viewing cases involving about 300
3 pegjvg_le and has seen 2§S released.

5 i

ratu

mprisoned, according to those wno |
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NEWS FROM !
THE UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS

s 1849 H Street, NW » Suite 230 e Washington, DC 20006

CONIACT.  Gideon Aronoff > FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PHONE: (202) 775-2770
YELTSIN MUST END PROSECUTIONS OF ENTREPRENEURS

Washington, June 11, 1992 --

"On the eve of President Boris Yeltsin’s visit to the United States to lobby for

Russia has added one more victim to its long history

American aid to help transform Russia into a market economy,
of oppression of businessmen, human rights activists, and Jews," declared Micah Naftalia, Naticnal Director of the
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews (UCSJ). On June 4th Mark Glizer was seatenced to five years of hard labor for

allegedly arvanging for (he sale of a privately owned automobile for profit.

Glizer was sentenced under the provisions of a Soviet law that is no longer in effect in Russia, Investigations by the
UCSY’s Russian-American Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law determined that Glizer did not receive any
profit from the sale of the car. This conclusion was confirmed by testimony at the trial. Additionally, a witness
called by the prosecution lacked credibility to such zn extent that the prosecutor had to ask if ke had a sound
memory. ' :

T st wad: waracdug ' s Tdse s il -fdy antiSemittism remains §irong wiltin'{ne Kussian
judicial system. Prosecution investigator Yaldin demonstrated his anti-Semitism in remerks made to Glizer and his
wife. Additionally, the fact that Glizer received the same sentence as a Russian co-defzudant who was convicted of

receiving the profits from the sale indicate a tendency to senish Jewish defendants more harshiy.
& P P

In testimony before a workshop sponsored by the UCSJ for human rights and democracy leaders, held in Mnscaw in

Freedoms, stated that about 120,000 people are in the

labor camps for doing busiaess that is legal today, with 1,200

- late April, vw Chairman of the Society for the Defense of Convicted Businzssmen and Economic
2lec

of them imprisoned for speculation, thE Charge Glizer was convicled bty er. S0

Ko Qeclared that the people will

oot believe in a free economy and free market while busincssmen remain in prison.

In October 1991, TV Inform reported that deerees
Gorbachev and Russian President Yeltsin that would pro

1692 the Russian parliament rejected a bill that would have granted amnesty to t

{minals. Russian Procurator G

had been prepared for the signatures of Sovict President
vide amnesty for the imprisoed businessmen. On May 15,

hose sarving scatences under three
eneral Stepankov joined the debate

years for economic crimes, excluding hardened cr
in opposition to the legislation.

The UCST urges Congress and the Administration to raise the issue of Russian enforcement of Soviet-era economic
crimes with Mr, Yeltsin during his visit to the United States next week. Russia cannot both imprison businessmen at
home and scek ecopomic assistance abroad. "The implementation of human rights reforms, and rule of law,
including freedom for Mark Glizer and his fellow entreprengurs aré essential to the transformation of Russia to &
democratic market economy, and linkage of the two issues must be the guiding principle for United States assistance

to Russia,” Naftalin declared.

See the attached Prisoner Case Summary of the Glizer prosecution,

_\S__












































































































